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MEDIA  RELEASE
LAUNCH OF “VISION 2030:  AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH TO AUSTRALIAN SECURITY”

          With foreword by the Rt Hon Malcolm Fraser, former Australian PM 

When:   10 am on Monday, May 24 
   (International Women’s Day for Peace and Disarmament)

Where:  Parliament House, Committee Room 1 S 6

By:        Senator Christine Milne (Aust Greens)

              The Hon Judi Moylan MP (Liberal Party of Aust)

              Ms Ged Kearney (Federal Secretary, Aust Nursing Federation,  

              and President-elect, ACTU)

Refreshments will be served

MAPW’s new booklet examines the 2009 defence white paper “Defending Australia in the Asia Pacific Century: Force 2030”, and calls for debate on Australia’s military expenditure and policies.   It raises important questions regarding Australia’s security, such as whether an increase in our military expenditure to $73 million each day will make us more secure, or whether some of those funds would be better spent improving international relations, helping eradicate poverty and restoring our environment.   It challenges the paper’s proposals for major weapons acquisitions.

MAPW President Dr Bill Williams said “The purpose of “Vision 2030” is to encourage approaches to security that reduce, rather than increase, the risks of war.  It examines vitally important issues such as security for our Pacific neighbours, nuclear weapons, relations with China, the arms trade, and others.” 

Vision 2030’s call for debate on these issues has been supported by :

· Paul Barratt, former Secretary to the Department of Defence
· General Peter Gration, former Chief of the ADF 

· Professor Carmen Lawrence, former Minister and President of the ALP

· Lt-Gen Peter Leahy, Director of the National Security Institute, University of Canberra 
· Professor Joe Camilleri, Professor of International Relations, La Trobe University
Paul Barratt stated: “Vision 2030” is a serious and welcome contribution to the national debate that we should be, but are not, having about the purposes of the Australian Defence Force, the circumstances under which it should be deployed, and where the authority to put young Australians in harm’s way should rest.

General Peter Gration stated: I congratulate MAPW on this initiative, and look forward to constructive debate on the whole concept of Australian defence and security in the 21st century, and in particular those aspects of the White Paper challenged in this booklet.

Inquiries:  Dr Sue Wareham - 0407 924 152, (02) 6241 6161 (W), (02) 6259 6062 (H)
or Dr Bill Williams - 0428 616 245
