Mr Jon Stanhope                                                                   19 November, 2009  

Chief Minister of the ACT

ACT Legislative Assembly

GPO Box 1020 

Canberra 2601.

Dear Mr Stanhope,

MAPW (Australia) was disturbed to read recently that the ACT Chief Minister’s Award of Excellence for services to people with a disability was awarded to Raytheon Australia.  There is a terrible irony in the receipt of such an award by a major weapons manufacturer.  

Raytheon Australia is part of a global industry that collectively accounts for untold numbers of deaths, disabilities, maiming and other forms of human misery.  Raytheon describes itself as a “mission systems integrator”.  In plain speak, it has produced cruise missiles, Patriot missiles, laser-guided bombs, cluster bombs and multiple other weapons.  The corporation has markets in approximately 80 countries, and many of their weapons have been used extensively in the current US wars.  

Weapons manufacturers make much of their “precision” or “smart” weapons that are said to kill only the right people.   In 2003, a serial number was recovered from the scene of a market bombing in Baghdad that killed at least 62 people and maimed an unknown number of others.  It was made by Raytheon.  

Globally, military expenditures now exceed an obscene $ US 1,400 billion annually. The catastrophic wars that Raytheon and the like support undermine our security and divert our resources from solutions to the real environmental and other problems humanity faces.   

While MAPW is not a pacifist organization, we believe that the weapons industry plays a role in actively promoting armed conflict, with all its attendant impacts on innocent lives and the natural environment. Rather than a prestigious award for excellence, it requires far tighter controls than currently exist.  

MAPW requests that in the selection of recipients for future Chief Minister’s Awards of Excellence, account is taken of a corporation or business’s overall contribution to human or environmental welfare.  That surely is the best marker of excellence that we have.

With regards

Yours sincerely

Dr Sue Wareham OAM

ACT Coordinator, Medical Association for Prevention of War (Australia) 

