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MEDIA RELEASE 

Doctors say Alice Springs at risk from  
transport of radioactive waste. 

Alice Springs, 28 November 2010:  An Alice Springs-based team of doctors has completed a 
study of the potential risks of transport of radioactive waste materials, and has launched a fact 
sheet to explain the findings.  

Co-author and MAPW member Dr Tom Keaney believes that this work is timely, with the 
proposed waste repository at Muckaty currently the subject of a major national debate.  

‘Having a waste dump at Muckaty could result in the large scale transport of radioactive material 
through Alice Springs and through other rural and remote locations’, Dr Keaney says.  

Dr Keaney believes that it is important that health professionals, emergency response personnel 
and the community are aware of the potential risks of transporting radioactive waste.  

‘Rates of road accidents in NT are much higher than in the rest of Australia’ Dr Keaney stated. ‘We 
were surprised to see that the rates of rail accident are also higher’. Transport containers for low to 
intermediate level waste are tested to withstand transport conditions only- not accidents. The 
study also considered the impact of remoteness and lack of appropriate trained personnel and 
equipment in response to an accident involving the transport and storage of radioactive waste.  

Dr Keaney added: ‘We are facing the prospect of low level to intermediate level radioactive waste 
being transported on our roads, on our rails and through our towns. Transport and storage of this 
waste cannot be considered fail-safe. There is always a risk of accident and escape of radioactive 
waste into the environment during transport and storage.’ 

Keaney concludes ‘The safest way to manage Australia’s waste is at the site of production, where 
there is already the appropriate technology, expertise and emergency response capability.’ 

The report was produced by MAPW Northern Territory Branch members, working with the Arid 
Lands Environment Centre, and the Public Health Association of Australia. 

Fact sheet: Linked to news story at www.mapw.org.au - or go directly to fact sheet:  
www.mapw.org.au/files/downloads/Transport%20of%20radioactive%20waste%20Fact%20Sheet%202011.pdf  
 
For comment and further information contact: 
Dr Tom Keaney, Alice Springs: 0426 213 854 or tomkeaney72@hotmail.com (afternoons 
preferred, as Dr Keaney works mornings) 
 
Via MAPW Executive Officer Nancy Atkin, Melbourne: 03 9023 1958 or 0431 475 465 
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