
From the 
President
Dr Jenny Grounds
THANKS to everyone who has paid their 
MAPW subscription for 2011-2012 - we 
currently have 450 financial members 
around Australia and should have a record 
number by the end of the financial year! 
It is pleasing to see that our membership 
is gradually increasing, and we warmly 
welcome new members.  

Whenever I am feeling disillusioned and 
disgusted by war, weapons proliferation 
and appalling government decision 
making about these things, I look to 
wiser people than myself for sustenance, 
like Albert Einstein who wrote:
Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope 
for tomorrow. The important thing is not 
to stop questioning.  
We must  keep questioning the 
continued existence of all weapons of 
mass destruction, no matter whose 
hands they are in.  This newsletter 
details the many ways we have been 
doing that in recent times.
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ENCLOSED:
Your copy of Vital Signs, our 
international newsletter from the 
International Physicians for Prevention 
of Nuclear War (for financial members)
Financial members are asked to 
consider making an additional festive 
season donation to assist our major 
campaigns on the enclosed form  
If you have not yet re-subscribed, we 
urge you to renew on the enclosed 
form: your copy of Vital Signs will be 
sent with your receipt.  

ICAN ACTION
OUR NUCLEAR HYPOCRISY
Australia was publicly promoting 
nuclear disarmament in 2009, but an 
ICAN Freedom of Information request 
has revealed that, as Prime Minister, 
Kevin Rudd was simultaneously 
secretly lobbying the USA to preserve a 
“reliable” and “credible” nuclear arsenal 
and stating that Australia’s security 
depended on the US for “extended 
nuclear deterrence”. Documents 
obtained by ICAN were followed up by 
the Fairfax media. 

INDIA URANIUM SALES ILLEGAL
ICAN has obtained legal advice from 
leading international law expert Don 
Rothwell stating that Australia cannot 
lawfully sell uranium to India without 
fullscope safeguards.
Such safeguards would require India to 
open up all its nuclear facilities to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency.
The basis of the prohibition is the 
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty, 
which Australia initiated in the 1980s.
This opinion poses a major legal hurdle 
for the government. Please help spread 
the word that uranium sales to India 
is not only illegal, but also highly 
dangerous.
India has made no secret of the fact that 
it needs foreign-sourced uranium to free 
up its domestic reserves for weapons 
production. Australians don’t want to 
help fuel a nuclear crisis in South Asia.

ICAN ONLINE
ICAN Australia: www.icanw.org.au
ICAN international: www.icanw.org 
– read the legal opinion; and view an 
amusing short anti-nuclear animation  

URANIUM
MAPW and ICAN members, staff and 
volunteers have worked intensively 
for the last two weeks urging delegates 
to the ALP National Conference to 
continue to support uranium exports 
only to signatories of the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) – 
and therefore not to allow uranium 
exports to India. Through letters, 
phone calls and personal visits we have 
argued that Australia should work to 
abolish nuclear weapons rather than 
undermining existing treaties.
We have pointed out that India built 
its first nuclear weapons by violating 
its pledge to use Canadian nuclear 
technology for peaceful purposes. 
India has a history of illicit nuclear 
procurement and inadequate export 
controls, and is currently involved in a 
nuclear arms race with Pakistan.
Even if safeguards were effective, Indian 
officials have stated that imported 
uranium used in power generation frees 
up Indian uranium to make weapons. 
However, only 12 of the 22 nuclear 
reactors in India are subject to 
safeguards. 
By supplying uranium, Australia would 
not only endorse and entrench India’s 
weapons proliferation, but will also 
significantly undermine the NPT.

World leaders compare nukes: www.icanw.org
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FLAWED CLUSTER BOMB BILL 
STILL IN PIPELINE
MAPW members continue to campaign 
for amendments to legislation before 
the Parliament, which implements the 
Cluster Munitions treaty in Australia.
 The Government has written two 
major loopholes into the Bill – which 
the Coalition supports – to enable 
Australian troops to actively assist 
the USA in the use of cluster bombs 
and also explicitly permit the USA 
to stockpile its cluster bombs on 
Australian soil. This is now a more 
immediate possibility, with the 
announcement of an expanded US 
military presence in the Northern 
Territory. 
Most recently, members sent socks 
to Defence Minister Stephen Smith, 
with a photograph of the sock and 
shoe left behind after a teenager 
died after walking on an unexploded 
cluster bomb. ACT member Michelle 
Fahy is coordinating our work on 
this campaign through the Cluster 
Munitions Coalition. 
The Bill is still before the Senate, which 
resumes on 7 February. Please keep 
writing letters to the media, to local 
MPs, and to Stephen Smith. 

Diary dates
 14-15 January, Yokohama 
GLOBAL CONFERENCE FOR A 
NUCLEAR POWER FREE WORLD 
Details at www.mapw.org.au. We will 
be part of an Australian delegation.  
Students: part scholarships available!

 Around Australia 
MAPW MONTHLY MEETINGS
Regular times include Hobart first 
Monday lunchtime; Melbourne second 
Tuesday evening; Alice Springs, first 
Saturday of the month.  

 22–29 August, Hiroshima
IPPNW BIENNIAL CONGRESS
A great way to learn more about the 
issues we are working on, and meet 
colleagues from other IPPNW affiliates 
around the world. Start saving now!  

DETAILS AND MUCH MORE: 
www.mapw.org.au

GET ACTIVE
VISIT A POLITICIAN!
Please consider taking time to visit 
your local Federal Politician to raise 
your concerns. Both Houses of 
Parliament return on 7 February. 
Current issues include:
•	 The flawed Cluster Munitions 

Bill (see story at right)
•	 Reasons NOT to sell uranium 

to India
•	 The proposed nuclear waste 

dump on Aboriginal land at 
Muckaty Station.

Search the topic on our website for  
relevant information. 

WRITE A LETTER
Members have had lots of letters 
printed over the past two months 
– including around the 10th 
anniversary of the Afghanistan war 
in October; and more recently on 
the risks of uranium sales to India.
Letters pages, both in minor and 
major papers, are widely read. 
Email MAPW to join our letter-
writers list and receive briefings on 
recent topics. Send us your letters, 
and we can circulate them further. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL
PRESIDENT Dr Jenny Grounds
VICE-PRESIDENTS Dr Margaret 
Beavis, Professor Peter Underwood,  
Dr Anne Noonan, Dr Daniele Viliunas, 
Dr Sue Wareham
SECRETARY Dr Carole Wigg 
TREASURER Dr Peter Karamoskos
BRANCH COORDINATORS  
ACT Dr Sue Wareham; Qld Dr 
Daniele Viliunas; NSW Dr Anne 
Noonan and Ms Lynn Saville; Tas 
Dr Gerry McGushin; Vic Dr Jenny 
Grounds WA Prof Peter Underwood; 
(NT to be announced)
IPPNW COUNCILLOR 
Dr Bill Williams 

RED CROSS TAKES ON NUKES
The International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
have just adopted a resolution calling 
for the abolition of nuclear weapons, 
and calling on all national societies to 
conduct educational campaigns about 
the unique, catastrophic humanitarian 
consequences of nuclear war.
The resolution was first proposed by the 
national societies of Norway, Japan, and 
Australia. At the November Red Cross 
Council, Masao Tomanaga, from our 
sister organisation Japanese Physicians 
for the Prevention of Nuclear War, 
powerfully described the immediate and 
ongoing medical consequences of the 
attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
During the debate, speakers argued that 
nuclear weapons were in violation of 
international  law. Their primary focus 
however was the inability of the Red 
Cross to respond to the aftermath of a 
nuclear war.
MAPW and ICAN have welcomed 
increasing cooperation with the 
Australian Red Cross over the last 
year. With the Red Cross’s broad 
outreach, credibility and resources, their 
involvement will be a huge help.

NEW MAPW RESOURCES
Check for these additions, under 
“resources” at www.mapw.org.au 
Nuclear waste Q&A: Dr Peter 
Karamoskos explains that the planned 
Muckaty waste dump will only bury 
some waste. The rest will be stored 
above ground, and very little if any will 
be from nuclear medicine.
Transport of radioactive waste: NT 
Branch members document the risks of 
transporting waste to outback Muckaty. 
In the pipeline are seven fact sheets 
being developed through our joint 
project with the Sydney Peace 
Foundation on Australian militarism, 
funded by the MAPW Peace Fund. 
Each will ask “What sort of future 
are we engaged in creating?” looking 
at issues including war and health, 
military spending, and our alliances.


