
The Medical Association for Prevention of War (MAPW) ACT Branch

2014 FUNDRAISING DINNER

AUSTRALIA & WORLD WAR I: 
A clash of values and principles
Date:   Wednesday 19 March, 2014

Time:    6.30 for 7pm

Venue:    The Brassey of Canberra  
   Belmore Gardens & Macquarie Street,  
   Barton, ACT.

Speaker:  Joan Beaumont  
   Professor of History, Strategic and  
   Defence Studies Centre, ANU

   Speaking on Australia & World War I:  
   A clash of values and principles

Cost:    $75 for 2 course meal  
	 		including	tea	and	coffee

Bookings are essential and should be made by 
Sunday 16 March.  

Enquiries and bookings via Maureen
ph:    (02) 6249 7824

e:    maureencummuskey@iinet.net.au

Given the popular focus today on battles such 
as Gallipoli, it tends to be forgotten that World 
War I generated a sophisticated and passionate 
debate in Australia about values and principles. 
In particular, the conscription referenda of 1916 
and 1917 raised profound questions about the 
power of the State to compel individuals to kill, the 
obligations of citizens to subordinate their needs to 
the	collective	good,	and	the	equality	of	sacrifice	in	
time of war.  The conscription campaigns became 
the most bitter in Australian political history, and left 
Australia divided for at least a generation. They 
continue to shape public policy and attitudes today.

Professor Beaumont’s most recent book Broken 
Nation: Australians and the Great War was 
published in late 2013 to critical acclaim: 

‘a marvellous book. ... succinct yet comprehensive, 
at once moving and deeply analytical (Peter 
Yule, The Conversation)

‘a book that should be in every public library 
across the nation, in every school and, indeed, 
in every home’ (Kay Saunders, Inside Story).

‘a masterful account of Australia’s involvement 
in the Great War for a modern readership. 
Reflective, insightful and compellingly readable, 
it is a history for our times’ (Ashley Ekins, Wartime).

MAPW is delighted to have Professor Beaumont 
address our 2014 fundraising dinner. 

March 19 will also be the 11th anniversary of the 
2003	invasion	of	Iraq,	a	fitting	occasion	to	reflect	on	
some of the issues raised by Australia’s involvements 
in warfare. 
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