
Letter to your MP
I am writing to you seeking your commitment to work to abolish nuclear weapons in 2010 by supporting a Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC). There is a demonstrable momentum all around the world to begin the process of abolishing nuclear weapons this year that must not be wasted. Australia should encourage all nuclear weapon states to begin the work to give up their nuclear arsenals at the 2010 NPT Review Conference and support them by declaring that nuclear weapons are not essential to Australia’s defence.

A Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC) would act like other agreements that ban classes of weapons including chemical, biological, and land mines. The NWC would prohibit the development, testing, production, stockpiling, transfer, use and threat of use of nuclear weapons, as well as the production of fissile material suitable for making them. It would require all nuclear-armed countries to destroy their nuclear weapons in stages, the last stage being to place all fissile material under international control to prevent nuclear weapons ever being made again.

Australia should work with our allies in Japan and the US, to support efforts by the Obama administration and the Government of Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama respectively, to end the reliance on nuclear weapons in defence policy. An oft-cited excuse by those unwilling to eliminate their nuclear arsenals is the extended deterrence that US nuclear weapons provide for their allies. Australia should state that nuclear weapons need not form a part of our defence policy and should encourage others in Asia as well as Europe to renounce their reliance on the US nuclear umbrella.

If the US is to make meaningful reductions in its nuclear arsenal, it needs the political support of its allies. As a parliamentarian, you would be well placed to advance the cause of disarmament and provide key political support for President Obama in the upcoming U.S. Nuclear Posture Review through public statements and urging our government to support effective disarmament. Australia would not be alone in calling for such a policy change. Japan has recently affirmed its commitment to disarmament and has stated that extended deterrence should be no barrier to disarmament. And European states including Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Norway have begun to press for the removal of NATO tactical nuclear weapons from Europe. 

At the upcoming May NPT Review Conference, the April Nuclear Security Summit and the April Nuclear Weapon Free Zone conference, Australia should take a lead and push for deep cuts from all nuclear weapon states and the adoption of a NWC on the road to the complete elimination of nuclear weapons. 
Yours sincerely

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Prime Minister Rudd says he’s committed to a nuclear weapons free world. There are several steps he could take to help achieve that goal. 

He could renounce our reliance on the US ‘nuclear umbrella’. He could support President Obama in removing nuclear weapons from the defence plans of both our countries. 

He could stop supplying the feedstock for bomb fuel ( uranium ( to states that possess nuclear weapons, like China, the USA, UK and France. He could choose not to sell uranium to Russia, with almost 14,000 nuclear weapons in its arsenal. 

Like the other four, Russia has not met its international treaty obligations to disarm. 

Most importantly, Mr Rudd should promote a Nuclear Weapons Convention ( a global treaty that would outlaw these horrific weapons. That would show the world how committed he is to abolishing the world’s worst weapons of mass destruction. 

Regards,


