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Professor Ian Maddocks: Senior Australian of the Year 2013  

 

‘In a world aching under conflict, injustice, and the threat of nuclear annihilation, Ian is a 

model of what it means to be a socially responsible physician.’   

(MAPW’s tribute on awarding Ian Maddocks a Distinguished Physicians Award in 2008) 

 

After graduating as a doctor from Melbourne University and the Royal Melbourne Hospital 

in 1955, Ian completed his residency training then undertook a research project examining 

patterns of Blood Pressure in the South Pacific (Fiji and the then Gilbert Islands), completed 

the MRCP in 1958 while a Clinical Fellow at the Hall Institute, and was appointed Lecturer 

at the Papuan Medical College in 1961. He continued to work in Papua New Guinea until late 

1994, was Editor of the Papua New Guinea Medical Journal, and, in 1970, became 

foundation Dean of Medicine at the University of PNG.  

While continuing as Professor of Clinical Sciences at the University, Ian and his family 

moved to live in Pari, a village near to Port Moresby. Along with his wife, Diana, he 

provided medical care for the villagers from 1968 to 1974. He continued a personal interest in 

Pari after leaving Papua, and has published a description of its history and traditional life as 

Pari Hanua.  

Returning to Adelaide in 1974, Ian was an Associate Professor and consultant at Flinders 

University and Flinders Medical Centre, had roles in the RACGP Family Medicine 

Programme, taught Indigenous Health Workers and introduced electives in complementary 

therapies.  

In 1978 he was moved by Victor Zorza’s account of the death of his daughter in an English 

Hospice and sought to encourage better care for terminal illness in South Australia, becoming 

Professor of Palliative Care at Flinders University in 1988 (the world’s first University Chair 

in this discipline). He introduced pioneering postgraduate courses in palliative care with 

distance study, and helped facilitate the development of palliative care throughout Australia, 

becoming inaugural c[president of the Australian Association for Hospice and Palliative  

Care (later Palliative Care Australia) and the Australian and New Zealand Society of 

Palliative Medicine (fore-runner of the Chapter of Palliative Medicine in the College of 

Physicians).  During 1998 to 2008 Ian made teaching visits to South East Asia, encouraging 

the development of palliative care as a health service and as topic of study for health workers 

in 10 countries of the region. 

From the early 1980s, Ian had been motivated by the stance of his wife, Diana in opposing 

nuclear energy, to undertake advocacy for peace and against nuclear weapons. He founded 

the South Australian branch of the Medical Association for Prevention of War in 1982, and 

became National President of MAPW in 1983. His energetic and charismatic promotion of 

the issues sustained the early days of MAPW. In 1984 he attended the 4
th

 Congress of 

International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, and in the subsequent year, at the 

5
th

 Congress in Budapest, was elected a Vice-President in the year that IPPNW won a Nobel 

Peace Prize for its work in furthering global nuclear disarmament.  

The 5th Congress in Budapest, in 1985 was a milestone gathering for the organisation. It 

was the first meeting behind the Iron Curtain and welcomed the first major participation of 

physicians from poor countries plus a substantial Chinese delegation. Bernard Lown, 

founder of IPPNW along with Eugene Chazov has described how, at that time, European 
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affiliates were showing resentment of the strong and at times arbitrary American 

leadership, and were threatening to go their own way. “A new moderating voice with an 

Australian accent was later acknowledged by those present as having helped greatly to 

heal divides and sharpen perspective for what IPPNW should and could be”.  

In 1986, at Ian’s suggestion, IPPNW launched a Global Tour focused on the Soviet Union, 

China and Japan. Ian was part of a delegation of five IPPNW leaders who visited centres in 

those three countries and spoke with physicians and officials. Ian made visits to Japan to 

prepare the 1989 IPPNW Congress in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and to China to prepare the 

2000 Congress in Beijing,  

A long-serving member of the IPPNW Board of Directors, Ian chaired its meetings from 

1992 until 2002.   

In 1986, International Year of Peace, Ian, along with Dr. John Ward, received an Australian 

Peace Medal on behalf of MAPW in 1986. In the same year he was nominated to the National 

Consultative Committee for Peace and Disarmament, established by Bill Hayden, Minister 

for Foreign Affairs. The Committee continued its work through until 2006, and Ian was its 

chairman from 1990.  

He was always a strong and vigorous campaigner against anti personnel land mines and his 

contributions to two IPPNW publications, of which he was editor, helped to achieve a 

worldwide ban on these weapons: Landmines, a Global Health Crisis was published by 

IPPNW in1997 and Primary Care of Landmine Injuries in Africa in 2000. 

 Australian IPPNW is now making a global impact with its new International Campaign 

Against Nuclear weapons (ICAN) reinvigorating the long struggle for nuclear weapons 

abolition. Though Ian no longer plays a leading role, this campaign too is considered to have 

gained inspiration from more than a quarter century of his wise mentoring.  

He has been described by his MAPW colleagues as having an exceptional knack of making 

everyone feel that they have been heard and that their opinions are valued – ‘a fascinating 

thing to see and a truly rare and valued gift’, as one such colleague put it. He was also a clear 

and logical speaker displaying a commitment and dedication sufficient to convince almost 

any audience that nuclear weapons were a present and real danger, that we should work for 

their destruction and how to go about this. 

As Chairman of the Board of IPPNW for many years his diplomatic mediating skills came 

into full use. He used them, for example, to pour oil on troubled waters at the IPPNW board 

meeting in Melbourne after the 1998 IPPNW International Congress here, at which 

discussion became very heated between international delegates, some of whom held strongly 

opposed views. In other instances he travelled to visit IPPNW affiliate officers overseas to do 

the same.  

When MAPW presented Professor Maddocks with a Distinguished Physicians Award in 

2008, a number of tributes and testimonials were gathered:-  

Dr Bernard Lown, the co-founder and former president of IPPNW, described his 

contribution there as follows:  No tribute can encompass and do justice to Ian's prodigious 

contributions to the long quest for peace and justice. The voice of Ian Maddocks never 

ceased to bring wise counsel to the deliberation of a fledgling severely buffeted 

movement. Nearly a quarter of a century later I am still awed by Ian's patiently reasoned 

arguments steeped in irrefutable common sense. When he spoke everyone listened, paused 

and reconsidered. We were all committed peaceniks, but we let our acculturation in a 

violent world dominate our discourse. Ian gently reminded us who we wished to be and what 
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we ought to do to have our message reach beyond the narrow confines of a small movement. 

When reflecting on Ian's effectiveness, it seemed to me that above all his palpable 

compassion won the day. As was said of Albert Schweitzer, his life was his argument. No 

tribute can encompass and do justice to Ian's prodigious contributions to the long quest for 

peace and justice. 

John Pastore, former secretary of IPPNW, wrote: I have known Ian since the early days of 

IPPNW and know of no one who has been more visionary and steadfast in the cause we 

espouse, the elimination of nuclear weapons. He has travelled great distances in the cause 

of peace, and his quiet wisdom has been second to none. When others might have 

been tempted to lose heart, his quiet dignity and good sense buoyed flagging hopes. When 

we had our successes, he rejoiced with us, but kept our focus on the eventual goal. 

He has also been a wonderful historian for IPPNW, with a deep respect for its traditions, 

governance structure, and the people within it.  Together with his wife Diana, he has been a 

friend to thousands, a counselor to hundreds, and a rock for us all. It is impossible to 

conceive of IPPNW and is achievements for the last 28 years without thinking of Ian 

Maddocks at the same time. It has been a privilege and a pleasure to have had him as a 

friend and colleague. 

Another board member, David Rush, wrote: Most Americans have warm feelings towards 

Australia, what with Crocodile Dundee and Waltzing Matilda. We, on the other hand, have 

gotten to know and love Ian & Diana Maddocks, two heroes of our times, who have done as 

much as any people we know to help save us from ourselves. Long may they continue, for 

you, for us, and for the world. 

Dr. Ignacio Paniagua, President, Salvadoran Physicians for Social Responsibility, El 

Salvador, wrote: We, the members of Salvadoran Physicians for Social Responsibility, are 

pleased honored and privileged for this opportunity to join in the recognition of Professor 

Ian Maddocks. His efforts and activities have been and will continue to be models to follow 

in our commitment for construction of peace in our country and worldwide. 

Ulrich Gottstein, Frankfurt, Germany, wrote: Almost from the starting point of IPPNW we 

became friends of Bernard Lown and of each other. We started to work together for a more 

peaceful world and for the prevention of a war with nuclear weapons. Among all newly 

founded IPPNW affiliates the Australian and the West-German affiliate were very active, 

and you became immediately the national Australian leader and one of our most important 

international leaders. Australia had the advantage of not being a part of any bloc, but you 

had the disadvantage of the very long trips to our board meetings, conferences, symposia, 

and congresses. I always was glad meeting you and listening to your very helpful advises, 

also in times of financial and administerial crises of IPPNW. 

Vappu and Ilkka from Finland wrote to Ian: My warmest and most personal congratulations 

to you and the same from Ilkka! Knowing you has been a privilege to us. You have always 

been a strong, positive, well integrated personality within IPPNW´s gallery of people. Your 

opinions have always been constructive and realistic, and your medical background solid 

and knowledgeable. Palliative care has been forwarded by you all over the world.  

Douglas Holdstock, Editor, 1985-2006 of the official journal of IPPNW, Medicine Conflict 

and Survival, wrote:  Everyone in IPPNW and its affiliates will want to thank Ian and wish 

him well on his retirement. I would like to add the special thanks of all connected with MCS  

for his support and in particular his contributions to our journal over the years. His 

knowledge and wisdom are unequalled.  
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Gunnar Westberg, Klas Lundius and Christina Vigre-Lundius, SLMK, Swedish Affiliate of 

IPPNW, wrote: Every organisation has its history. If we lose that we will repeat the mistakes 

we have already made over and over again. For an organisation such as IPPNW, the 

continuity of service that some people provide over many years is of great importance. Ian 

often reminded us of who we are and what we are here for. We have listened to his balanced 

and eloquent analysis and found: ‘Yes, Ian is right again. Don't give up on us, Ian, we say, 

we will continue to learn from you!’  

Herman Spanjaard, former IPPNW member: Ian is a great man. He often has called me a 

scoundrel. At some moments I really had to play that role so Ian could play the good guy. 

Apart from the great sense of humour which has always been a support in an organisation 

where many take life too seriously his wisdom and modesty have often helped in complex 

international or inter-relational situations. I thank him for his friendship and comradery. 

Elisabeth McElderry, Vice Chair of Medact, UK, wrote to Ian: Congratulations from  

Medact ; we are so pleased to hear that you are receiving the Distinguished Physicians 

Award. On a personal note, I have greatly valued your leadership in IPPNW, and your skill 

in putting a complicated discussion on the right path with a few wise words, after quiet 

observation and creativity with stitches. I often think of this verse in a speech with which you 

inspired us: 

 ‘The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep.’  

(Robert Frost) 

 

Ian Maddock’s message to colleagues in MAPW and IPPNW remains the same: Many of us 

have comfortable lives and are based in safe environments. But the world out there is 

fraught with dangers and conflicts that foster poverty, terrorism and despair. Before we rest 

in our privilege and safety, let us examine how far there is to go to make the globe peaceful, 

safe and sustainable. There is much to do before we sleep.  


