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AN ATOMIC BOMB ON THE SHORES OF BRITTANY  
 
Spectacular downing of a nuclear missile near the coasts of Brittany on May 5! Fortunately, 
the missile did not include a nuclear warhead... 
 
The failed test of a M51 missile launched yesterday by the French Navy, fortunately did not 
cause any casualties, but it reminds us that there are still tens of thousands of nuclear 
weapons in the arsenals of nine countries and like any technology, it may fail! If this shot had 
included a nuclear warhead, all Britain to the shores of England would have suffered horrific 
destructions. 
 
The M51 is 12 meters long and weighs 56 tons, it can carry nuclear warheads from 60 to 80 
times more powerful than the bomb that destroyed Hiroshima. If the missile was to be used 
in connection with a nuclear strike, it is certain that all people and living things within a 
radius of several kilometers of the explosion would have been killed or severely wounded, 
and most of the buildings would be vaporized by the blast. Within a radius of 10 km, the 
heat exceeding several hundred degrees would have ignited anything that can burn, cities, 
forests, cars. Finally, the radiations would have contaminated a large area for a long time. 
 
This is what a nuclear weapon is about. Exploding over a city, it reduces it into dust. The 
ensuing radiation and firestorms destroy everything that makes a society work, 
communications, services, productions ... In fact, the use of only one of them would have 
global consequences and we must ensure that it never happens. 
 
For the 127 countries gathered at the Conference on the humanitarian impact of nuclear 
weapons (Oslo-4/5 March 2013), there is no UN agency, no emergency services even in 
developed countries, which can rescue the humanitarian consequences of a nuclear 
detonation. The only way to protect ourselves is to prevent such a catastrophe by 
eliminating these weapons of mass destruction. 
  
France, owning  "less than 300 atomic bombs" could play a leading role towards their 
elimination by choosing to build on its commitment to Human Rights and its humanitarian 
tradition. 
 
Moreover, one missile M51 worth 120 million euros, excluding studies and  manufacturing 
nor the submarine from which the M51 is launched. The failed test of May 5 could provide 
good ideas to where useful savings should be made in the future ! 



 
The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons just launched a global petition for a 
treaty to ban nuclear weapons and calls on all those who care about preserving the 
environment, peace and human rights to the sign and circulate it : www.goodbyenukes.org 
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