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Nuclear weapons 
There are two things that threaten human civilization as we know it – climate change and 
nuclear weapons.  Each requires urgent action to avert catastrophe.  A nuclear war could 
bring its own climate disaster in the form of nuclear winter. 

Former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in 2006 that nuclear weapons present a 
“unique existential threat to humanity” and that because of our complacency on the 
matter we are “sleep-walking to disaster”. 

26,000 nuclear weapons remain, and thousands of them in the US and Russia are on 
high alert, able to be launched within minutes.  This is unstable and extraordinarily 
dangerous. 

It is imperative that nuclear weapons are taken off alert to reduce the risk of accidental 
launch.  Human error accounts for many tragedies.  With nuclear weapons the stakes are 
too high to contemplate. 

All nuclear weapons must be abolished.  They are the most terrifying of all weapons of 
mass destruction.  We have gone to war because of the mere suspicion of their 
existence.  As long as nuclear weapons remain in the hands of some nations, others will 
want them, and eventual terrorist acquisition remains a near certainty. 

The list of those calling for nuclear weapons abolition is growing quickly and includes 
former Cold War hawks such as Robert McNamara and Henry Kissinger.  They realize that 
nuclear weapons will spread unless they are abolished.   

In 2007 the ALP promised that, if in government, they would “drive the international 
agenda for a Nuclear Weapons Convention” (Robert McClelland, Shadow Foreign Affairs 
Minister, Nov 15.)  A  Nuclear Weapons Convention would ban the development, testing, 
production, use and threat of use of nuclear weapons.  It is long overdue.  We have 
banned dum dum bullets, landmines, chemical and biological weapons, but not the 
weapons that are overwhelmingly more destructive than any of these. 

Australians cannot be secure in a nuclear-armed world.  The Australian government must 
act on its commitment to nuclear weapons abolition as a matter of urgency. 

War as a response to terrorism 
War as a response to terrorism has been a catastrophic failure.  Iraq provides breeding 
grounds for hatred and training grounds for the use of extreme violence.  War punishes 
the wrong people, primarily innocent civilians.  The root causes of terrorism must be 
addressed. 

Our future security 
Future conflicts are likely to arise from scarcity of resources including the most basic - 
fresh water.  If further climate change is not prevented it will result in enormous 
numbers of refugees, particularly in the Pacific.  Climate change is in turn likely to lead to 
further regional conflicts, possibly in nuclear armed regions. 

Military strength is increasingly a distraction from the maintenance of true human 
security for Australians.   Our security will be best served by the use of our financial and 
technical resources not to acquire threatening weapons systems but to seek global 
solutions to the enormous challenges that humanity together faces – global warming, 
dying ecosystems, depleted resources, preventable diseases, lack of education, and the 
need for greatly expanded renewable energy systems. 


