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The Medical Association for Prevention of War (MAPW) is an Australia-wide association of 
health professionals. The central objective of the Association is to prevent the death and 
suffering, and relieve the suffering, which arise from war and preparations for war, including 
civil conflict. 

MAPW greatly welcomes the Australian Government’s stated commitment to the Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT) process and the strong efforts the government has undertaken to bring 
the treaty negotiation to its final stages  

In the light of Australia’s active support for the ATT, MAPW is very disappointed to note the 
proposed Defence Trade Controls Regulations. These would appear to undermine one of the 
fundamental components of the ATT – transparency.  

We acknowledge that Australia has signed a Defence Trade Cooperation Treaty with the 
USA; however MAPW still believes that for transparency, it is essential that all arms exports 
be recorded and reported, and details be made publicly available. Without these steps, there 
is, by definition, a lack of transparency.  

Transparency should take priority over facilitating fast approvals. Nor should the concept of 
“commercial in confidence” prevent disclosure of information regarding arms exports, as 
appears to be the case currently.  

Any exceptions to the rule weaken it. If Australia implements exceptions to the rule of 
transparency, other countries may use this precedent and argue that it is reasonable to do the 
same. 

We note for example the Department’s reply to a Senate Question on Notice on 2 February 
2010 from Senator Scott Ludlam, a request for a listing of the top 200 (by monetary value) 
defence exports. The list provided by Defence Minister Faulkner gave a two or three word 
description for each item (such as military vehicle), the destination and the monetary 
value. The Minister told Parliament that the names of the companies involved were not 
released because transactions were “commercial-in-confidence”.  

Regulations should ensure that parliamentarians and other citizens can be fully informed on 
defence exports, including company names and full description of items exported. That is 
fundamental to the ATT.  The proposed regulations would make it even harder, not easier, for 
Australians and the rest of the world to know what we export to our largest ally. This is 
unacceptable. 
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Transfers of defence material between ‘trusted partners’ – in this case from Australia to the 
US – should not occur without issuance of an individual licence (involving an assessment of 
the transfer and its potential risks).  

We note that the Canadian government does not report the bulk of its arms exports (which are 
with the US) because the exemptions in export permits mean no records are kept on US 
transfers.  As with Australia’s proposed regulations, this undermines the global efforts for 
transparency and accountability. 

MAPW calls on the Government to fully support the principles of the proposed ATT, which 
is calling for all transfers of arms to be risk assessed and authorised on a case-by-case basis. 
The regulations under consideration must be consistent with the Arms Trade Treaty, and our 
exports to the US must not be exempt from its principles.   
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If any clarification or further information is can be of assistance please do not hesitate to 
contact MAPW.  

Our Executive member with responsibility for this matter is Dr Sue Wareham OAM, Vice-
President: 02 6241 6161 (business hours) or 02 6252 1117 (after hours); 
sue.wareham@mapw.org.au  

You can also contact our National Office (Nancy Atkin, Executive Officer), as detailed 
above.  
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