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MaPW GovErNaNCE
MAPW is governed by a National Council made up of the 
eight Branch Coordinators; plus an Executive of President, 
Secretary, Vice-Presidents, and Treasurer elected 
biennially by Council. 

This financial year National Council continued to have 
one annual face-to-face meeting and bi-monthly 
meetings by phone. Executive phone met monthly by 
phone.  Our 2010 Council meeting included a session of 
directors’ training.

MAPW is incorporated in Victoria. The Constitution is 
available at www.mapw.org.au

Photos by Tim Wright, Nic Maclellan and Nancy Atkin. 
Unless captioned they are from 2011 Fukushima vigils.

Back cover and page 11 art from ICAN’s Bombs No More 
project:  view many more imaginative pieces at  
http://icanw.org.au/node/210
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PRESIDEnT’S REPORT
DR BIll WIllIAMS
You will probably be aware of the tremendous effort and world- 
class output of MAPW’s spokespeople on a variety of subjects. 
The past twelve months have seen members taking prominent 
leadership roles on the national stage, giving expert input and 
incisive critique. MAPW is a ‘go-to’ organisation on a number of 
critical political issues. We garner respect because we are smart, 
professional, brave and creative. And we care. 

We also believe that a functional, healthy and secure nation 
requires an engaged citizenry, where individuals and 
organisations are able and willing to cut through the crap, 
challenge the orthodoxy and speak truth to power. Here 
at MAPW we do that. We will not speak softly in the face of 
cant and hypocrisy. Especially when the costs of corrupted 
leadership include the lives of our fellows and the health of the 
planet.

Not all of us can take a public profile. Not all of us want to. 

Many of us are simply too busy elsewhere. But each of us can 
increase the contribution we are making. Recruit a colleague. 
Join as a platinum member next time. Write letters. Help the 
staff with communications. The National Council is strong and 
committed, but it needs each and every member to help in this 
critical task of imagining, creating and challenging.  

Let me briefly pay tribute to the many people, too many to 
name here, who make MAPW the wonderful organisation 
that it is. I have particularly appreciated the support of my 
predecessors Sue and Tilman, and my successor Jenny, who 
stepped into the breach unofficially when Gisela fell ill in April. 

Finally, our very special organisation – small, geographically 
dispersed, crossing multiple disciplines and made up of perhaps 
unusually individualistic professionals – is deeply indebted to its 
staff. Thanks Nancy for your dedication, persistence and good 
humour.
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EXECuTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
nAnCY ATKIn
This year has been one of substantial achievements, both 
in our campaigns and in building the capacity of our small 
organisation.

Our campaign achievements, in an exceptionally busy year, are 
detailed in the following pages. Strategic planning by National 
Council has clarified our major national campaign areas: 
nuclear weapons – where we work in partnership with ICAN, 
the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons – the 
nuclear industry, and  Australian militarism. Other important 
campaigns are led by Branches who report on pages 8–10.

In 2010-11 we took several major steps to continue to 
consolidate our organisation and build membership and public 
support, in order to support and extend our future campaigning 
capacity.

Our move to a large rented office in May 2010, as anticipated 
and as noted by the Secretary, has substantially increased the 
contribution of regular volunteers and interns. We now have 
room for all!  We have also made major upgrades to our internet, 
member database, and email platforms. Our financial and 
accounting systems are solid.  

As the Treasurer notes (page 11), at a time when many 
organisations are struggling to maintain funding, our income 
from memberships, donations, and local Branch fund-raisers 
continues to gradually increase.  The MAPW Peace Fund 

is already proving invaluable by attracting tax deductible 
donations. Support and interest from students and the general 
public continues to grow. 

Our organisation’s strength, independence and longevity is due 
to the large number of individuals who support MAPW’s work. 
This may be through membership subscriptions, donations, or 
by donating time and expertise. But those who can contribute 
time require support.

Our campaigning draws on the expert views of our members, 
and we need to support those willing to take an active role. 
Most supporters don’t realise that our current staffing is 
equivalent to just one full-time position!  A major priority for 
the National Office is thus to enable members to campaign 
more effectively, with training, media liaison, lobbying, 
communication with members, and printed and online 
publications. 

After four years in this position, I continue to be inspired by our 
members’ achievements in campaigning for a more peaceful 
world. By now, I have met many of our active members around 
Australia. But working here in the office, I am equally aware 
of the contribution of those who reply to our requests for 
information or feedback, or to write letters; and those who, 
every May, can be relied on to send their membership fees 
to fund our work. We are always pleased to hear from you by 
phone or by mail!

SECRETARY’S REPORT
DR CAROlE WIGG

The year has been dominated by the disaster at 
Fukushima which produced a great many requests 

for information and comment about the health effects of 
radiation and the dangers of the nuclear power industry 
in general.  This sort of attention keeps us in the public 
mind and encourages membership.  The use of our 
medical expertise in the public interest is our raison d’être.

The state and territory Branches have continued with 
activities of particular interest to them – Sue Wareham’s 
work in ACT on war memorials, Anne Noonan’s work with 
the ICRC in Sydney, South Australia’s work on grass roots 
peace in schools, the Northern Territory’s work on nuclear 
waste and Queensland’s on Talisman Sabre exercises.  
Western Australia has been planning a repeat of its 
wonderful art show which was a magnificent fund raiser 
and a different means of educating people about peace 
and the horror of war.  Tasmania hosted AMSA’s Global 
Health conference which has been our major student 
initiative this year.

The National Office in Melbourne helps with these 
Branch activities to some extent and does a great job of 
supporting the branches and managing membership 

and finance.  We are lucky to have such a dedicated staff 
putting in so much extra work on our behalf.  Nancy 
has been very patient in helping me in my attempts 
to master the intricacies of what should often be the 
Secretary’s work.  The new office in Trades Hall now feels 
well established and the extra space is being used to full 
advantage.  The connection with other organisations 
there is useful, as is the availability of meeting rooms.  
We organised successful public meetings to discuss the 
militarisation of Guam and the struggle against militarism 
in the Pacific and with Rob Green and Kate Dewes who 
were visiting from New Zealand. 

The National office maintains strong ties with ICAN, 
ACF and FOE in Melbourne and nationally.  We were 
represented at the UN Department of Public Information 
NGO conference in Melbourne in September at which Sue 
Wareham gave a plenary address.  

Lastly I would like to thank Bill Williams and Peter 
Karamoskos for the huge amount of time they put into 
the association as President and Treasurer.  Unfortunately 
Bill was unable to fulfil his commitments in the last four 
months for family reasons and Jenny Grounds and Sue 
Wareham kindly stepped in to fill the breach.
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MaJor EvENts
international events
The biennial IPPNW Congress held 
in Basel, Switzerland in August, was 
attended by a dozen MAPW members 
(read more on IPPNW on page 6).

uN dPi Melbourne
The United Nations held its annual 
Department of Public Information 
conference in Melbourne in August 2010. 
Dr Sue Wareham addressed a plenary 
session of 600 delegates, on the human 
costs of war, and MAPW shared a stall 
with the People’s Health Movement. 
The Victorian Branch hosted a dinner to 
welcome IPPNW Aotearoa-NZ members. 

speaking tours
Although our budget does not extend to 
travel for international speakers we have 
co-hosted major tours with ICAN and 
other partner organisations.  

•	 MAPW hosted Guam Chamorro 
(indigenous) people’s representative 
Lisa Natividad on her second visit to 
Sydney and Melbourne where she 
addressed well-attended meetings

•	 Aotearoa-NZ anti-nuclear activists 
Kate Dewes and Commander Rob 
Green spoke at public meetings and 
met with politicians in three states 
and the ACT, about the Nuclear non-
Proliferation Treaty and the ‘on-alert’ 
status of weapons.

•	 Former Afghanistan parliamentarian 
Malalai Joya was co-hosted by MAPW 
in Melbourne for her 2011 tour.

•	 Planning began for the August 2011 
visit of Hans Kristensen (a nuclear 
weapons expert from the Federation 
of American Scientists).

MAPW members also travelled interstate 
to address public gatherings. Notably, 
the MAPW Peace Fund supported Dr 
Bill Williams on a speaking tour of the 
Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley, 
preceded by a Perth forum on the health 
consequences of uranium mining.  

Bill also visited South Australia, Alice 
Springs, Sydney and Hobart to speak at 
members’ meetings, public events and at 
hospital Grand Rounds.  

student-focused events
The Global Health Conference – organised 
every year by the Australian Medical 
Students Association – has  become a 
major event on the MAPW calendar. Our 
student representatives have ensured 
that MAPW speakers feature prominently 
on the program. We hosted a morning 
tea and a stall where we signed up new 
student members, and added dozens to 
our e-list. The 2010 and 2011 Hobart and 
Sydney GHCs were at either end of the 
financial year. MAPW speakers included 
Bill Williams and Hadia Mukhtar (Hobart) 
and Sue Wareham (Sydney).

Deakin students organised an MAPW 
Global Health night with local members 
and the Division of General Practice.  We 
also built links with the young doctors’ 
Global Health Gateways group. 

regular events
MAPW Branches regularly cooperate 
with our anti-nuclear and peace 
group partners, to support rallies or 
commemorative events. These include 
Palm Sunday, Nuclear Abolition Day in 
July, the International Day of Peace in 
September, Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
anniversaries in August and the 
Afghanistan war anniversary in October 
(detailed in Branch reports pages 8-10).

CaMPaiGNs
NuClEar WEaPoNs
Our work on nuclear weapons is led by 
ICAN Australia, the campaign we helped 
launch in 2007 and which has continued 
to successfully attract funding. ICAN is 
now separately incorporated but five 
senior MAPW members form its Executive, 
assisted by a broader Advisory Board. 
Associate Professor Tilman Ruff is the 
Chair. MAPW has supported ICAN this 
year on projects including:

•	 Australians for a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention. Over 700 recipients 
of the Order of Australia, including 
MAPW members,  are supporting a 
treaty to abolish nuclear weapons.

•	 Advocating Future Fund divestment 
from nuclear weapons

•	 Collecting videos urging the 

abolition of nuclear weapons 
through the Million Pleas website

•	 Learning Peace, a resource booklet for 
schools

•	 Distributing Quit Nukes and nuclear 
power health warning postcards, for 
sending to relevant Ministers

MAPW focuses particularly on the health 
effects of nuclear war. We re-printed and 
sent every member IPPNW’s excellent 
2010 publication on this topic: Zero is the 
only option.  

•	 Contact tim@icanw.org for a copy of 
ICAN’s Annual Report. 

NuClEar iNdustry
During this year we have focused on 
informing the public about the health and 
nuclear proliferation risks of the nuclear 
industry

Leading up to the 2010 elections, the  
Nuclear Awareness Project, implemented 
in partnership with Friends of the Earth, 
ICAN and the Australian Conservation 
Foundation, used website, social media 
and written publications to inform people 
of the hazards of nuclear energy, and the 
need to pursue safer alternatives.  The 
MAPW Peace Fund funded this project. 

As detailed in the NT Branch report 
(page 8) we campaigned against the 
proposed Commonwealth Radioactive 
Waste Depository at Muckaty Station, and 
refuted the fallacious argument that it 
was needed for disposal of medical waste. 

MAPW published a series of short but 
informative fact sheets on issues such 
as radiation, nuclear medicine, and the 
health hazards of nuclear power, as well 
as longer briefing papers on the hazards 
of nuclear power, and why Australia 
uranium should not be sold to India. 

Since March 11 when the Fukushima 
nuclear crisis began, MAPW expert 
members – in particular Dr Peter 
Karamoskos, Associate Professor Tilman 
Ruff, Dr Sue Wareham and Dr Bill Williams 
– have given informed comment and 
analysis across the media, ranging from 
ABC Lateline, to daily newspapers, 
community and mass commercial radio 
and medical media.  We updated our 
website with specific resources. 

BRAnCH REPORTS 
2010–11

EVEnTS AnD CAMPAIGnS 
2010–11
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We provided speakers for public meetings 
and our own events. This work continues.

After Fukushima, we wrote to Labor MPs 
regarding the hazards of nuclear power 
and uranium exports to India.

MilitarisM
Vision 2030
This MAPW compendium of papers 
critiquing Australia’s military strategy 
and spending, was launched in May 
2010. During this financial year all 
2000 printed copies were distributed 
to members, Federal Parliamentarians 
and key community leaders, and sold in 
bookshops. It has been put on University 
reading lists (see SA Branch report). Sue 
Wareham and Bill Williams have spoken 
about it around Australia. 

aNZaC 2015 anniversary
MAPW put in a detailed submission to the 
Committee formed by the Government 
to make recommendations on this 
commemoration. Our proposal for a 
Peace Research Centre was reflected in 
the Committee report. 
MAPW developed a detailed plan for a 
project on Australian militarism, leading 
up to 2015, and met potential partner 
organisations eligible for MAPW Peace 
Fund funding.

small arms
Carole Wigg has represented us on the 
Pacific Small Arms Action Group, a forum 
of NGOs which meets regularly by phone 
and has been actively promoting an 
international Arms Trade Treaty.

Cluster munitions
Members have been active in this 
campaign and have kept MAPW closely 
involved, including successfully lobbying 
the ANZ Bank to cease financing cluster 
bomb manufacturers: we understand 
that they particularly noted the many 
postcards received from doctors!  We 
made a submission in February 2011 
to a Senate Committee inquiry into 
Australia’s legislation to ratify the Treaty 
banning cluster bombs. Since flawed 
draft legislation was introduced, we have 
lobbied parliamentarians to amend it.  
(See also Tasmanian and ACT reports.)

Wikileaks
Member Michelle Fahy collated a dossier 
of Wikileaks items relevant to Australian 
peace, conflict and nuclear issues, assisted 
by members forwarding materials.

local campaigns on militarism
•	 Read more on pages 8-10
The ACT Branch has been active opposing 
two more large war memorials; building 
a coalition with military, architectural and 
historical experts to which MAPW aptly 
adds health and human rights expertise. 
The SA Branch has involved students and 
organising activities with schools, on the 
international day of Peace. Members 
in Queensland assisted in preparations 
for protests against the 2011 biennial 
talisman sabre joint military exercises. 

PartiCular CoNfliCts
We encouraged public debate, provided 
information, and wrote to politicians on 
issues including:

sri lanka and human rights. We have 
supported the call for an independent 
international inquiry into alleged war 
crimes in Sri Lanka; and queried the 
appointment of an ambassador accused 
of human rights violations.

the Middle East: MAPW has pursued 
Australia’s response to the Goldstone 
report on possible war crimes in Israel/
Palestine. We have continued to press for 
an inquiry into Australia’s involvement 
in the Iraq war, including through a 
Facebook “cause” gaining hundreds of 
supporters.

afghanistan: Members Jenny Gerrand 
and Carole Wigg added to our online 
resources by preparing (respectively) a 
detailed briefing paper and a brief fact 
sheet on the use of armed drones in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Branches have 
supported meetings, rallies and vigils. 

our region: MAPW has urged a public 
inquiry into how our military support 
for Indonesian security forces is used by 
the Indonesian military in West Papua. 
We have supported a La Trobe University 
intern preparing a briefing paper on 
conflict and health in West Papua.

EVEnTS AnD CAMPAIGnS 
2010–11

 iPPNW: international Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War
MAPW is an active member of IPPNW, where we are represented by Bill Williams as our International Councillor. Tilman Ruff 
and Ruth Mitchell have held the elected role of Regional Vice President during this financial year, and Misha Byrne has jointly 
coordinated the students’ Nuclear Weapons Inheritance Project and encouraged participation in IPPNW student activities.
IPPNW, at its World Congress in Basel in August 2010, passed a resolution stating that uranium ore mining  is irresponsible 
and represents a grave threat to health and to the environment; resolving that IPPNW call for appropriate measures to ban 
uranium mining worldwide; and stating the reasons for this resolution. MAPW facilitated attendance at the Congress of ICAN 
representatives and Traditional Owners from Australia’s uranium mining areas who provided background information for this 
resolution. 
ICAN is a major project of IPPNW, and MAPW is active internationally as well as locally. Tilman Ruff is convenor of IPPNW’s ICAN 
Working Group. ICAN’s expansion around the world includes the opening of a Geneva office with three staff, funded by the 
Norwegian Government.
MAPW member receive two Vital Signs newsletters from IPPNW each year; and this financial year also received a copy of the 
IPPNW publication Zero is the only option: Four Medical and Environmental Cases for the Eradication of Nuclear Weapons.
You can read more about IPPNW at www.ippnw.org 

See our website www.mapw.org.au for fact sheets, briefing papers, 
presentations,  links, and many other resources on all our campaigns
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COMMunICATIOnS AnD COORDInATIOn 
2010–11

CoMMuNiCatioNs
Communicating with members, 
supporters and the broader public is a 
major part of the work of our National 
Office. During 2010-11 our regular work 
included:

•	 Our fortnightly Peace e-Script news 
digest, emailed to 1500 members 
and supporters. 86% of respondents 
to our annual reader survey rated this 
service as useful or very useful.

•	 Four printed newsletters mailed to 
members

•	 Weekly website updates with 
news, events, links and downloads; 
Facebook updates, volunteers 
permitting.

•	 This Annual Report

Occasional communications have 
included email updates to “active 
members”,  “Tweets” and the preparation 
and printing of promotional materials.

During much of 2010-11 volunteers and 
interns have provided the regular weekly 
website and social media updates; with 
an RMIT journalism intern doing a major 
upgrade of our Facebook and Twitter 
presence. 

In addition we have communicated and 
liaised with mass and community media; 
and communicated directly through 
public speaking engagements, and 
distribution of materials at workplaces 
and public events.

Our prominent office location allows us 
to distribute materials through a display 
stand. Outside, an eye-catching banner 
on nuclear health risks has been put up 
facing a major inner-city intersection. 

Our communications have also been 
enhanced by two major, but invisible, 
jobs: upgrading our website and email 
hosts. Our website is both faster and more 
reliable.

MEMBErshiP 
As the Treasurer reports, our membership 
income has increased for this financial 
year, although this is partly due to 
increased fees. Actual membership 
numbers have been maintained, peaking 
at around 500 currently paid-up members 
before renewals are sent. (Financial 

membership is higher, as our rules allow a 
year’s grace.) 

PartNErshiPs
In addition to our special relationship 
with ICAN, we work closely with other 
anti-nuclear, environment  and peace 
organisations, trade unions, faith-based 
organisations and health organisations, 
including the Public Health Association of 
Australia, and Peoples Heath Movement. 
See Branch reports for more details.

fuNdraisiNG
Our Branches’ magnificent fundraising 
events have raised tens of thousands of 
dollars for our work, and are detailed in 
their reports overleaf.

The establishment of the tax-deductible 
MAPW Peace Fund has helped attract 
additional donations, and also meets a 
common donor requirement. 

The national office sends twice-yearly 
requests to members for donations in 
addition to membership renewals; and 
mail brochures promoting bequests. 

A special acknowledgement must be 
made of the contribution of ACT member 
Dr Robert Schmidli who, as in previous 
years, has raised thousands of dollars for 
MAPW’s work and introduced hundreds 
of people to our campaigns through 
classical piano concerts hosted by 

members in Victoria (Melbourne, Romsey, 
Geelong), Canberra, and Adelaide. 

offiCE adMiNistratioN
MAPW’s Administrative Officer Dianne 
Street works one day a week on 
bookkeeping and finances, and assisting 
with membership administration as 
possible, and is seconded to ICAN for 
a second day.  Dianne has extensive 
experience in bookkeeping, including as a 
MYOB trainer. 

This year we have continued our work on 
streamlining our membership renewal 
system, as efficient membership records 
and renewals are the financial bedrock of 
any member organisation. 

Regular volunteers support the EO and 
Admin Officer and have enabled us 
to issue timely membership renewal 
requests and reminders, and maintain 
accurate membership and donation 
records. 

Data cleaning is helped by our new web-
based database which also allows us to 
send individual letters and emails, and 
enables trained branch officials to access 
up-to-date membership lists. In the future 
we may be able to combine the database 
with an online payment system and allow 
members to update their own records.

In addition to our National 
Council members and Branch 

officials, who are mentioned 
elsewhere,  we also owe an enormous 
thanks to our many volunteers, both 
members and nonmembers.

Regular volunteers at our office 
during the financial year included 
Mary Atkin, Kathleen O’Shaughnessy, 
Raymun Ghumman and Gerry Shultz. 
Other volunteers during this period 
included Victoria Quinton, Jenny 
Gerrand, Sarah Yates, Jenny Lacey, 
Nic Maclellan, Jan Watson, Kristen 
Pearson, Hellen Cook, Kathleen 
Halfpenny, and Hannah Monagle.  
James Breheny and Maddison 
Kennedy joined us for university 
placements.

Thanks again to Galen White for calm, 
sensible and expert guidance on web 
hosting, internet communications 

and many technical issues. 

Dr Robert Schmidli plays in Geelong
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australiaN CaPital 
tErritory
Coordinator: sue Wareham oaM

Our main branch activities this year 
have been fundraisers – a piano 
concert towards the end of 2010 with 
Robert Schmidli outdoing himself in 
brilliance; annual dinner, this year with 
Phillip Adams, in February, also a grand 
and not-to-be-missed occasion; and 
musical soiree organised by Graeme 
Thomson, again a great night of skilled 
performances and lots of fun.

All these are occasions for members 
and friends to get together to discuss 
MAPW concerns, and for us to spread 
the word to those who are not so 
familiar with what we do.

We’ve taken an active role in the 
campaign to prevent more war 
memorials being built in a prominent 
location beside the lake; and Michelle 
Fahy has taken a lead role in the 
campaign to strengthen Australia’s 
cluster bomb legislation.

Sue Wareham has given numerous talks 
and had many letters published on 
MAPW concerns.

The main challenges for our  branch 
are recruiting new members, and 
getting members who are very busy 
professionally to take part in activities 
– although we far prefer people to join 
and add their voice through boosting 
our numbers, even if they cannot come 
to events.

NEW south WalEs
Co Coordinators dr anne Noonan,  
Ms lynn saville

Activities: The NSW Branch works in 
particular through joint activities with 
partner organisations. We supported, 
promoted and attended the July 2010 
International Peace Research Association 
Conference held at the Centre for Peace 
and Conflict Studies (CPACS), University 
of Sydney. The Branch held three 
preparatory meetings with members 
together with CPACS and Sydney Peace 
Foundation (SPF) staff. The Branch helped 
fund and support Maralinga survivor  

Yami Lester’s participation. He spoke 
eloquently, with Hiroshima survivor Junko 
Morimoto.

MAPW members were actively involved  
in Hiroshima Day and  Palm Sunday peace 
commemorations. Dr Hannah Middleton 
(SPF) gave an informative talk at our end 
of year AGM dinner on US bases in our 
region and implications for Australia.

We supported and had a stall at the 
Sydney Town Hall for the Wikileaks public 
meeting, attended by over 2000 people. 

Public awareness: We placed information 
at four major Sydney hospitals. 

Partners: Anne Noonan attends the 
bimonthly International Humanitarian 
Law meetings at the Australian Red Cross. 
We helped link the Red Cross with Yami 
Lester for a feature in their magazine on 
nuclear weapons. 

We continue to liaise and share meetings 
with other groups including People for 
Nuclear Disarmament, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, and the Australian West Papuan 
Association. We supported the campaign 
to encourage councils to fly the West 
Papuan flag, which some are doing.

Fund-raising: The Branch facilitated 
a $1,500 donation to MAPW from a 
sympathetic organisation which was 
closing down.

QuEENslaNd
Coordinator dr daniele viliunas

Activities:  These have been based around 
maintaining public and professional 
awareness by attending meetings and 
supporting the work of  students.

Maintaining Queensland MAPW’s 
commitment to ICAN and peace 
education, our work includes individual 
professional out-reach, supporting 
student initiatives at local, national and 
international level and supporting events 
in partnership with other peace groups.

MAPW continues to be represented at 
public talks and meetings, including on  
Nuclear Abolition Day and at the Talisman 
Sabre Exercises protests. We were 
especially delighted to welcome Dr Sue 
Wareham to address the Hiroshima Day 
Rally. Individuals supported preparations 
for the 2012 Bicycle ride Against Nuclear 

Weapons in Europe, and the MAPW 
contribution to the national medical 
students’ Global Health Conference.

Student activist Misha Byrne is co-
coordinator of IPPNW’s Nuclear Weapons 
Inheritance Project, a foundation member 
of Psychology Students for Peace and 
recently MAPW student representative.

Main partner organisations: We continue 
to be a valued contributor to the peace 
community, and work with Queensland 
Nuclear Free Alliance, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, ACPCS, the Queensland Peace 
Network, Just Peace, CADUU (Yeppoon) 
and Australia at the Crossroads

Plans for 2011-2012: We anticipate an 
ongoing presence at meetings and rallies, 
and preparation to support the education 
of political candidates at coming state 
and federal elections in relation to the link 
between nuclear energy and weapons. 

NorthErN tErritory
Coordinator lenny aronsten  (to March)

NT branch has suffered from the loss of 
our coordinator but still has an engaged 
membership, involved in these important 
tasks:

•	 On-going awareness raising about 
the exploration for uranium just 
outside Alice Springs at Angela-
Pamela. Further exploration was 
deferred due to the low price for 
uranium even before the nuclear 
disaster at Fukushima.

•	 Providing on-going support for 
Aboriginal and anti-nuclear concerns 
about the proposed radioactive 
waste dump at Muckaty Station

•	 Developing a Fact Sheet explaining 
the risks of transporting radioactive 
material on our vast roads or railway 
if there was a nuclear waste dump at 
Muckaty Station

•	 Lobbying NT government and 
working with the Public Health 
Association around smoke detectors 
that do not require disposal in a 
nuclear waste dump

•	 Support for the Joint Health Sector 
Position Statement supporting an 
enquiry into sourcing of materials for 
nuclear medicine in Australia.

BRAnCH REPORTS 
2010–11
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•	 Planning for participation in 
ANFA (Australian Nuclear Free 
Alliance) meeting in Alice Springs 
September 2011.  (ANFA is an 
alliance of Aboriginal people and 
NGOs concerned about nuclear 
developments, particularly those on 
Aboriginal lands. )

south australia
Co-Coordinator dr amanda ruler, 
dr adam Badenoch

2010-2011 has been a very busy and 
productive year. 

University students: Several conferences 
were attended by our student members 
both locally and overseas. They also 
promoted MAPW through their Health 
and Human Rights group at Flinders 
University. New student members have 
come from both Flinders and Adelaide 
University schools of medicine. Marcus 
Yip and Sarah Gardiner have done 
an excellent job in attracting student 
interest. Several Adelaide students have 
joined the Branch Committee. 

Students held a Yellow (cup)-Cake day 
in early August at Flinders where over 
60 yellow cup cakes were given out and 
60 pleas for peace were recorded on 
the phone of event organiser, student 
member Jenny Lee. 

Education: Adam Badenoch has 
successfully negotiated for the MAPW 
booklet Vision 2030 to be set as a text in 
particular courses at the University of  SA. 
Adrian von der Borch and Amanda Ruler 
met with the Education Department 
in early 2011 to discuss building peace 
studies  into the new school curriculum.

Amanda Ruler again secured sponsorship 
for International Day of Peace 
celebrations from the City of West Torrens.  
Students present their peace projects to 
other students from private and public, 
primary and secondary schools. The event 
has proved very successful and we hope 
to help young people build pathways to 
peace into their development. 

Speakers: Marcus Yip has been very 
active, including speaking on the health 
effects of radiation outside Parliament 
in April. Amanda Ruler spoke at a 
defence exhibition protest in July to an 
enthusiastic audience. 

Through the newly-formed Combined 
Peace Group of SA , MAPW SA 
Branch  has attracted the support and 
cooperation of major local groups: the 
United Nations Association of Australia, 
Australian Peace Committee, Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, Graham F Smith Peace Trust, 
Psychologists for Peace, and Society of 
Friends (Quakers). 

Amanda has also conducted interviews 
with the Northern Territory Indigenous 
community and medical experts for an 
article on health effects of radiation.

Exciting plans: We have co-opted some 
current Mayors for Peace to sign a letter 
encouraging other Mayors to join. 

tasMaNia (MEdaCt)
Coordinator dr Gerry McGushin

In Tasmania we remain a small but 
committed group of activists under the 
MAPW banner.

We continue to meet monthly for lunch 
in Hobart. (First Monday of the month at 
1.00pm in the Timeless Way Café.)

Two of our members have been 
particularly active over the last 
year.

•	 Roberts Rands has devoted 
an enormous amount of 
time and energy lobbying 
for the Government 
to implement cluster 
munitions prohibition 
legislation with real 
teeth. This would mean 
legislation that would 
prohibit foreign forces from 
stockpiling cluster bombs 
on Australian soil, and 
would prevent Australian 
troops assisting foreign 
troops in the deployment 
of cluster weapons.

•	 Alex Bell continues to 
advocate for a rational and 
reasonable cessation to 
the interminable conflict 
in Gaza. Our secretary/
treasurer, Sally Atrill has 
also visited Gaza this year.

Our group participated in the 
Nuclear Weapons Abolition Day 

vigil in Hobart in June; and we organised 
a vigil for Hiroshima Day in August. Both 
of these events attracted local TV news 
coverage which gave us the opportunity 
to get our message to a larger audience.

In April I had the opportunity to speak 
about MAPW on the ABC National Sunday 
night Religion program, which enabled 
me to promote our organisation and 
reiterate our anti-war message.

This year we have been lucky enough 
to have two local politicians join us as 
guest speakers: Lisa Singh, Labor Senator 
and Denison Federal member, the 
Independent, Andrew Wilkie. Both were 
sympathetic to our concerns, in particular 
the abolition of cluster munitions. We look 
forward to working with both of them in 
the future.

viCtoria 
secretary dr Carole Wigg

Our Branch has had a good year, defining 
itself more clearly from MAPW National, 
and continuing our successful program of 
dinner meetings which attract increasing 
numbers of members and supporters.
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In February we held a planning meeting, 
inviting short presentations from 
members about what stimulated their 
interest in MAPW and their hopes for its 
future directions.  

Speakers since included ARPANSA head 
Carl-Magnus Larsson, Gavin Mudd from 
Monash University on uranium geology, 
and Dave Sweeney from ACF.  Fukushima 
and the Chernobyl anniversary have 
dominated recent meetings and input 
from Peter Karamoskos and Carl-Magnus 
Larsson was much appreciated.

We have taken part in other Fukushima 
events in support of Japanese for Peace 
with whom we also held our annual 
Hiroshima Day vigil on the steps of the 
Cathedral.  Victorian members were able 
to attend the UN DPI meeting held in 
Melbourne (page 5).

We have raised funds through a very 
successful Robert Schmidli concert in 
Geelong and a film night also organised 
by the active Geelong group.  We also 
had our annual pre-Christmas wine fund 
raiser.  We funded students’ participation 
in the Our World in Crisis short course run 
by La Trobe University.

Our Coordinator Jenny Grounds was 
overseas at the end of 2010 but has 
returned full of energy and enthusiasm.  
We are also very grateful to our Treasurer 
Margaret Rowell and we are pleased that 
John Merory has taken up the role of our 
Victorian AMA representative.  

WEStERn AUStRAliA
Coordinator Professor Peter underwood; 
Executive officer (2010)  Ms leigh dix

Main activities 2010-2011:  MAPW co-
hosted a Public Health Forum  on Health 
Consequences of Uranium Mining at 
the University of WA, with support from 
the Conservation Council; the Public 
Health Association and Doctors for the 
Environment. Dr Bill Williams gave the 
keynote address. A booklet Understanding 
Uranium and Health was produced for the 
100 attendees.

Events:  MAPW was represented by Leigh 
Dix at the “Global Health” Short Course, a 
7 week lecture series at UWA. See:  
www.globalhealthgateway.org.au

On Hiroshima Day, MAPW distributed 
information on the link between uranium 

mining and nuclear weapons at the Perth 
lunchtime gathering.

Dr Peter Shannon represented 
MAPW(WA) at the IPPNW  19th World 
Congress in Basel, August 2010. Peter 
also was invited to speak by the Western 
Australian Nuclear Free Alliance(WANFA) 
on Uranium and Health at their 
Community Voices Conference in April,  
joining many Aboriginal voices speaking  
out against uranium mining in WA. 

The MAPW (WA) AGM in November, 
was held before a shared meal other 
anti-nuclear organisations with 
inspirational guest speakers Robert 
Green, Commander Royal Navy (Retired) 
and Kate Dewes - the founders of the 
Disarmament and Security Centre in NZ. 

Dr Peter Underwood travelled to 
Lebanon in March to prepare for the 
Peace Art Exhibition to be held in Beirut 
simultaneously with the MAPW WA Artists 
For Peace 2011 Exhibition.

Partner organisations: MAPW (WA) has 
been represented at monthly ANAWA 
meetings by Glenys Davies; with strong 
MAPW links also forged with the 
Conservation Council.  Other partners 
include WANFA and PND. 

BRAnCH REPORTS 
2010–11
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This year has, as usual, been a busy year 
for the MAPW. The various reports in 
this Annual Report attest to the ongoing 
contributions our organisation has made 
providing clear, targeted and credible 
medical oversight of militarism, nuclear 
fuel chain and nuclear weapons related 
issues. Our commentary and opinions 
have been sought after throughout 
the year by the media and politicians. 
Our activities have stretched from local 
actions and events to high level lobbying 
and international participation. 

Thanks to our loyal and generous 
members, we have been able to fund 
these activities. And thanks to our 
dedicated branches, we have been able 
to secure additional funds throughout 
the year from their disbursement 
entitlements (a proportion of 
membership fees, set by National Council, 
normally paid to the member’s Branch).

Our financial performance has been 
exceptionally credible. However, as always 
there are more demands on our resources 

than resources themselves. In particular, 
the last two years have been very taxing 
on most non-governmental organisation, 
many notable ones having had to reign 
in their spending as their revenues have 
declined, no doubt related to the ongoing 
financial ructions around the world. 
It is a sad fact for most not-for-profit 
organisations that the general public is 
less willing to donate to their causes than 
in better economic times. Fortunately, the 
MAPW is not one of them. Our income 
has increased this last financial year.

This was also the first full year in which 
the finances of the International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN) were not consolidated into the 
accounts, ICAN now being its own legal 
entity.

Our total income for the 2010-11 year 
was approximately $155,000 which was 
$5,000 more than the previous year. Of 
this, membership fees accounted for 
almost $89,000, $7,000 more than the 
previous year. 

Direct branch donations and member 
donations rose to almost $30,000. 
Recall that similar donations last year 
were almost $47,000 however this was 
almost exclusively a one off situation 
as the branches effectively flushed out 
their accounts. It is a testament to the 
generosity of our members and the 
fundraising skills of branches that further 
credible contributions were able to be 
made, and indeed, the branches were 
able to forego their disbursements.

Total expenses were $140,000, similar 
to the previous year’s expenses despite 
additional expenses having been incurred 
due to now residing in new premises, 
and the inexorable inflationary increase 
in expenses. Due to the generosity and 
forbearance of staff, we were able to 
maintain existing pay rates.

As a consequence, we had a cash surplus 
for the year of around $14,000.

Our balance sheet is increasingly robust 
with net assets of almost $100,000, an 
increase of $7,000 since the previous 
year. Note, however, this amount should 
be seen as current income to fund the 
next year’s activities, since the bulk of 
our income precedes the year in which 
it is spent. As a consequence the more 
accurate figure to use as sustainable 
reserves is the minimum balance during 
the year prior to receiving most of our 
income. This was around $35,000.

The National Council has determined that 
there are three financial priorities in the 
next few years: to enable progressively 
increased disbursements to branches 
to sustain their activities, to enable a 
healthy reserve fund to assist in long-
term planning of our operations, and to 
enable pay increases for staff. Our current 
surplus, and future budgeted surpluses, 
will provide the MAPW with the financial 
robustness and the increased capacity 
to continue to perform our mission and 
build on our effectiveness.

Peter Karamoskos

October, 2011

NotE: the fully audited financial 
results will be available on our website, 
once the audit is complete.
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