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One of the best things about MAPW is the tremendous 
bunch of people involved –  in so many ways –  in furthering 
our cause. I’ve had the privilege in 2009–10 to visit most 
states and territories, kip in members’ guest bedrooms, 
share a meal with families and colleagues, debate and plot 
late into the night and generally bathe in the warmth of 
members’ generosity.

 It has been an inspiration for me to travel the length and 
breadth of the land and see and hear what’s going on in so 
many places. I’ve joined folk organising meetings, running 
fundraisers, attending rallies, speaking to schools and 
universities, engaging media and making representations 
to decision-makers. Doctors and other health professionals 
using their expertise, erudition and wisdom to promote 
MAPW’s essential messages.

Not least among our work has been the continuing and 
extraordinary success of our flagship, the International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear weapons (ICAN). The goal of 
a global abolition treaty – a Nuclear Weapons Convention 
(NWC) – remains elusive, but the NPT Review Conference in 
May this year was a clear demonstration of the effectiveness 
of ICAN and our many allies. 147 member nations of the UN 
made reference to a NWC or similar comprehensive legal 
framework to achieve the elimination of nuclear weapons. 

Think back to 2006 when MAPW members first mooted the 
idea of ICAN: I think we would have been a little surprised to 
know just how far we would come in four short years. Tilman 
Ruff’s leadership has been outstanding: a mighty thanks and 
congratulations to all those involved – at all levels – in this 
achievement. 

MAPW’s broader remit of preventing war has been well 
served in this past year, in particular with the publication of 
Vision 2030: An alternative approach to Australia’s security. 
This articulate and challenging response to the Defence 
White Paper brought together academics, journalists and 
physicians to argue for a more responsible and responsive 
security strategy. We have widely distributed the booklet, 
spoken in many venues, challenging politicians, diplomats 
and analysts to think again. This was a hefty task and the 
efforts of Sue Wareham and Michelle Fahy in the ACT 
deserve particular mention. 

Australia’s role in the war in Afghanistan has been the 
subject of increasing debate and MAPW was proud to 
publish the incisive analysis of psychoanalyst Peter Wigg, 
who cut through the usual rhetoric of militarism. He probed, 
diagnosed and even prescribed therapies for some of the 
wounds which have generated Australia’s embroilment in 
yet another foreign war of dubious intent. 

We also produced a series of papers and fact-sheets on 
the health impacts of the nuclear fuel chain, with special 
expertise provided by radiologist Peter Karamoskos. 
Members have been active around the country on diverse 
issues including the conflict and aftermath in Sri Lanka, the 

cluster munitions campaign, West Papua, the Talisman Sabre 
‘war-games’ in Queensland, uranium mining and nuclear waste.

The involvement of students has been another inspirational 
element, with energetic input from our student leaders 
Lauren Finlay and Raymun Ghumman, and roving activists 
Marcus Yip and Misha Byrne. It is an immense pleasure for 
me to observe their growing confidence and creativity. 

None of this could happen of course without our well-oiled 
administrative machine. The move of the national office 
from the Florey Institute to our new home at Trades Hall 
was achieved with remarkable efficiency by a small band 
of workers. Similarly the process of incorporating ICAN as a 
stand-alone entity proceeded with relatively little trauma. 

The MAPW Peace Fund is now well-established and 
has provided support to several projects, including the 
Kimberley Uranium Awareness Roadshow and the Nuclear 
Awareness Project. 

Critical to our growth and strategic success is the input of 
members, staff and volunteers. Let me pay tribute especially 
to the marvellous work of our Executive Officer, Nancy Atkin, 
who continues to advise, organise and enthuse. Members 
of the National Council have again provided outstanding 
leadership, in particular our treasurer Peter Karamoskos and 
secretary Carole Wigg. 

Finally, a thank-you to all of our members, whose 
contributions mostly go unnoticed but are the core of what 
we do: building a powerful, articulate, medical awareness 
campaign against this terrible public health scourge: 
warfare. 

PRESIDEnT’S REPORT
DR BIll WIllIAMS

President Dr Bill Williams and NSW Co-Coordinator Dr Anne Noonan 
 at a meeting hosted by NSW MLC Ian Cohen (centre)   

in Parliament House, Sydney
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SECRETARy’S REPORT
DR CAROlE WIGG

A great deal has been achieved this year and our public 
profile has been high.  Our President Bill Williams has 
worked very hard on our behalf and, as he reports, 
has travelled the country speaking on our behalf and 
strengthening links with the branches.  The position 
of Treasurer has been gradually handed over from the 
hard-working Jenny Grounds to Peter Karamoskos, 
who has taken up the reins with great enthusiasm and 
a particular interest in governance.  

Much of what a Secretary might do is done by Nancy 
Atkin as Executive Officer.  Nancy works tirelessly with 
great good humour and patience but she has put us on 
notice that her powers are not limitless.  Perhaps this 
should promote some thought about the secretary’s 
role.  In the meantime we owe her much gratitude.

Nuclear weapons abolition continues to be the main 
focus of our work. ICAN, now well-established, leads 
our work on nuclear weapons. MAPW has focused on 

militarisation and, through Peter Karamoskos’ excellent 
paper and fact sheets, on nuclear issues in medicine and 
in the nuclear industry.  Our publication of Vision 2030, 
our paper on Afghanistan (see page 2) have helped 
foster a growing interest in how we aim to prevent war.

The MAPW Peace Fund, through its Management 
Committee ably chaired by Dr Hadia Mukhtar, is now 
securely established and has already funded joint 
projects with the Australian Conservation Foundation 
and Friends of the Earth. 

My work as Secretary has largely involved working 
with Nancy on administration and governance, and 
maintaining MAPW’s presence at Victorian peace 
events.  I have taken over from Sue Wareham as the 
MAPW member on the Pacific Small Arms Action Group 
coordinated by Oxfam Australia; I am pleased to be part 
of an active, vigorous and idealistic team.

This Annual Report illustrates the breadth 
and effectiveness of work done by members 
this year, towards MAPW’s aim of preventing 
the death and suffering which arise from war 
and conflict. We have campaigned strongly 
and effectively on our major national projects: 
nuclear weapons, the nuclear industry and 
militarism. Members have contributed in a 
thousand ways to debate and question our 
society’s investment in armed conflict before 
peace-making. 

This year in particular, we have also taken two 
substantial steps to strengthen the capacity of 
our organisation.

Our two office desks, provided at minimal cost 
by the Florey Institute over many years, were 
too cramped for our growing team, and the 
Florey moves to a new building in 2011. We 
started looking, and found a spacious room in 
Melbourne’s historic Trades Hall. We have set 
up our own payroll, IT support and other office 
services generously provided by the Florey.

A second major project has been the 
development of an adequate database. I have 
worked closely with our supporter Galen 
White,who has built our secure online database 
using a popular community-developed software, 
customised for our needs. With further fine-
tuning, the database will help with membership 
analysis, regular reminders, and more flexible 
payment systems. 

MAPW has a solid membership; and many 
supporters who subscribe to our regular emails. 
We are  increasingly attracting non health 
professionals as associate members.  We have a 
small budget, a tiny staff, and a core of very active 
members. 

Our challenge is to effectively engage and 
use the energy and knowledge of  members 
and supporters; use low-cost technologies to 
communicate, inspire and raise funds; and to 
make the best possible use of our limited staff 
resources.

EXECuTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
nAnCy ATKIn
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PROJECTS AnD 
CAMPAIGnS, 
2009–10

Nuclear weapons and their abolition 
is our top priority, with most work here 
carried out through the International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN) – see report overleaf.  

MAPW continues to inform the public 
about the disastrous health impacts 
of nuclear weapons. All members 
received a copy of the excellent 
new IPPNW publication “Zero is the 
only option”, a series of case studies 
documenting the health effects of a 
nuclear war. Members were each sent 
a personalised kit to help lobby their 
local member and write to local papers, 
in the lead-up to the UN’s  May 2010 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty review 
conference. 

The National Office worked closely with 
the NT Branch to inform people of the 
health risks of uranium mining; and 
of the proposed nuclear waste dump.  
Our Treasurer, nuclear radiologist Dr 
Peter Karamoskos has assisted with 
the production of new  fact sheets on 
health hazards of the nuclear industry; 
and debunking the suggestion that a 
central waste repository is needed for 
medical purposes.  

We have continued to focus on the 
human and health costs of war, and 
Australia’s failure to give priority to 
diplomatic and non-violent resolution 
of conflict. Our major project for 
2009–10 was the May launch of vision 
2030: an alternative approach to 
australian security. We printed 2000 
copies of this excellent publication, a 
series of informed articles on Australia’s 
military strategy and spending. Writing, 
coordination, editing and distribution 
were all contributed  by members and 
supporters. Most copies have been 
distributed – Federal parliamentarians 
all received a copy – and it has been 
discussed in forums across Australia. 

We have continued to actively question 
the health costs of armed conflict in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, West Papua, Sri Lanka, 
and Gaza. We distributed a thousand 
postcards calling on the ANZ Bank not 
to finance cluster bomb manufacturers 
(as this report goes to press, it appears 
that this call has been successful). 

MAPW supported the call for a 
Parliamentary vote to precede any 
Australian troops going to war; and 
have called for a public inquiry into 

our involvement in the iraq war 
(including through a Facebook Cause 
which has attracted hundreds of 
supporters). 

A major priority for our National Office 
is communications: to build our 
campaigns by communicating with 
members, supporters, and those who 
we need to inform and persuade.

Peace e-Script, our fortnightly news 
email, is our main channel for informing 
supporters. It reaches over 1500 people 
including around 600 members and 
former members, and 380 students.  We 
pass on news and links on nuclear and 
peace issues. Not all members want 
emails, and  posted information or 
invitations are more likely to receive a 
response: our printed newsletter is sent 
to members four times a year.

Our website is the core of our on-line 
presence and is regularly updated with 
events, news, and publications. We also 
have a Facebook presence. Most of this 
online work depends on volunteers, 
and is an area which could  be further 
built with more regular assistance.

Our media presence – through 
interviews, letters, and opinion pieces 
– is also important and we have been 
successful in building our media 
presence this year. 

Pictured left: MAPW Immediate Past 
President Dr Sue Wareham (third from 
left) at a Parliamentary forum in Canberra, 
discussing a bill to require a  parliamentary 
vote  before Australia sends troops to war. 
The forum was organised by the Greens, 
after the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Defence and Trade decided against holding 
a public hearing into the bill. Although 
the bill, which MAPW supported, failed 
to attract major party support in that 
parliament, the issue is still being hotly 
debated. 
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ICAn: THE InTERnATIOnAl CAMPAIGn  
TO ABOlISH nuClEAR WEAPOnS 
2009–10

The International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons is a campaign which 
MAPW and IPPNW helped launch in 
Australia, and globally, in early 2007. 

ICAN Australia’s major aims for this 
period include increasing countries 
supporting a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention and building popular 
support for abolishing nuclear 
weapons. Much has been achieved 
towards both of these goals.

Our key focus in 2009–10 was around 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
Review Conference (“NPT RevCon”) 
held at the United Nations in New York, 
in May. 

ICAN worked in close partnership with 
IPPNW, the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, 
and Reaching Critical Will to lobby 
UN members to support a Nuclear 
Weapons Convention . ICAN Australian 
board member Tim Wright worked in 
New York for four months leading up to 
the RevCon with funding provided by 
the UK-based Acronym Institute.

For the first time, a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention was mentioned in the 

final outcome document from the 
conference; and a massive 140 
countries now support a global treaty 
for the abolition of nuclear weapons.  
The argument that a Convention would 
contradict the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
is now completely discredited. 

Leading up to the NPT RevCon, in 
Australia ICAN and MAPW contacted 
Pacific Island countries to urge them to 
attend and support a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention. We wrote to all Pacific 
Island leaders, and their Australian and 
UN representatives, with information 
about the Convention. In February we 
hosted a lunch attended by diplomats 
from three of the four Pacific countries 
represented in Canberra.

ICAN Australia Chair, long-term 
MAPW member Associate Professor 
Tilman Ruff was invited to be 
one of two NGO Advisers to the 
International Commission for 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 
Disarmament. Despite our critique 
of the Commission’s cautious 
recommendations, it finally adopted a 
position supporting the development 
of a Nuclear Weapons Convention, 

and has set this as one of two key 
priorities in its vision for a global centre 
on Nuclear Non-proliferation and 
Disarmament.

ICAN’s success was acknowledged 
when it was funded for two further 
years, with a “Challenge Grant” from 
the Poola Foundation. This encouraged  
further donations, including by many 
MAPW members.  Core funds have 
supported campaigning, advocacy and 
communications work. 

Particular grants enabled the funding 
to promote Mayors for Peace – an 
international campaign by local 
government; for the New Clear 
Exchange pre-NPT activists’ education 
workshops; and promoting the use 
of  Learn Peace nuclear weapons 
education resources in schools.

During this reporting period ICAN’s 
talented  staff have been led by Dimity 
Hawkins – one of Australia’s most 
experienced anti-nuclear campaigners 
– and supported by an active and 
knowledgeable Advisory Board (listed 
on Page 2).  As you will read in the 
Treasurer’s report (Page 10) ICAN is now 
incorporated, with separate accounts 

being kept from 1 July 2010.  

Participants in the final New Clear 
Exchange workshop, run  by ICAN with 
funding from the MAPW Peace Fund. 
This was our final meeting in the Florey 
Institute conference room, on our office 
moving day in May; several participants 
stayed on to carry boxes. 
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australiaN Capital 
tErritory
Coordinator: dr sue Wareham 
secretary dr rosie yuille 
treasurer dr deborah thornton

ACT Branch members have continued 
their tradition of running well-attended 
and enjoyable fund-raising and 
networking events. These social events 
not only raise funds: they provide a 
chance to raise to awareness of MAPW and 
say a few words to the gathered throng. 

This year’s events included a concert 
with member and pianist Robert 
Schmidli pianist; an outdoors dinner 
(pictured above) in the beautiful 
Botanic Gardens in February addressed 
by member Senator (and doctor) Bob 
Brown. In May, doctors and friends and 
families perform and shared dinner at 
the annual Musical Evening.

The Branch attempted to raise 
awareness of the ACT Chief Minister’s 
award of excellence to weapon-makers 
Raytheon;  this may have encouraged 
the Greens MLA to propose that the 
ACT Government not invest in unethical 
industries such as weapons. We began a 
campaign to prevent two new military 
memorials (Canberra’s 37th and 38th) 
being built.

Branch members have been quite 
successful in gettting letters, opinion 
pieces and interviews in local media. 

NEW south WalEs
Co Coordinators dr anne Noonan,  
Ms lynn saville 
treasurer dr robert Marr

One of the highlights of the year was 
a well-attended fund-raising viewing 
of famous Goya series of prints, the  
‘Horrors of War’ . Dr Tony Harris, an 
MAPW member, organised the evening 
with the generous cooperation of Rex 

Irwin at his Woollahra Art Gallery, where 
the prints were showing.

The Branch was also closely involved 
in preparations for Peace Research 
Conference held at the University of 
Sydney in May, through the Centre for 
Peace and Conflict Studies (CPACS). 

NSW Branch has worked with partner 
organisations including CPACS, the 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, and providing DR Sue 
Wareham as a speaker at Politics in the 
Pub. 

MAPW President Dr Bill Willliams and 
EO Nancy Atkin came to Sydney for 
the NSW annual dinner and AGM 
held at the Haberfield Rowing Club 
in December. Next day a follow-up 
meeting next day was hosted by Ian 
Cohen, MP,  at Parliament House where 
branch strategies were discussed; and 
Bill spoke on nuclear weapons abolition 
to a large gathering of Evatt Foundation 
members.  

Branch Coordinator Anne Noonan is 
active in the campaign for human rights 
in West Papua; while Dr Sam Pari is an 
articulate campaigner for human rights 
in Sri Lanka. 

NorthErN tErritory
Coordinator lenny aronsten 
secretary dr rosalie schultz 
treasurer Ms rita apelt

The NT Branch continues to hold 
monthly meetings in the lovely and 
relaxing Olive Pink Botanic Gardens, 
often with guest speakers. Our major  
campaigns include:

uranium mining: With Territory and 
Federal governments promoting 
uranium mining, informing the public 
on this subject has been a long 
term group effort MAPW and local 
activist organisations. (The Territory 

government and opposition withdrew 
support from the proposed Angela-
Pamela mine near Alice Springs, after 
the end of this reporting period).  

Waste dump: the Federal Government 
appears to be determined to create a 
nuclear waste dump at the Muckaty site 
near Tennant Creek. MAPW has actively 
campaigned against the dump.

transport corridor for radioactive 
materials: We understand that a 
weekly train of radioactive ore travels 
through Alice Springs, to be increased 
to a daily mile-long train if Olympic 
Dam mine is expanded as BHP Billiton 
propose. We are working to highlight 
the potential health hazards .

Emergency preparedness: We still 
do not have a comprehensive answer 
or plan from the government or 
emergency services with respect to 
contingencies for a nuclear incident. 

alice springs town Council By-laws: 
After strong community protest, the 
council removed clauses which would 
have severely suppressed freedom of 
speech and association, included in 
roads-and-rubbish regulations.

Branch members have also had letters 
published in local newspapers; lobbied 
local politicians; driven 1000 kilometres 
to attend a public demonstration 
opposing the nuclear dump, in 
Tennant Creek; and attended the 
Australian Nuclear Free Alliance annual 
conference.

QuEENslaNd
Coordinator dr daniele viliunas 
treasurer dr rachel darken

As before, although a small branch in 
numbers our presence in the peace 
community remains welcome. Activities 
have mainly rested on maintaining 
public and professional awareness  by 

BRAnCH PROFIlES, 
2009–10 
MapW has aCtivE BraNChEs iN EvEry 
australiaN statE aNd tErritory.
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attending meetings and supporting the 
work of our students

Queensland MAPW has continued an 
active  commitment to ICAN including 
on the international level, with 
Daniele Viliunas serving on the ICAN 
international working committee, and 
Misha Byrne being one of the leaders 
of the Nuclear Weapons Inheritance 
Project. Misha also supported ICAN’s 
work at the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Review Conference in May. 

Locally, the Branch contacted politicians 
in marginal seats before the Federal 
election and distributed information 
on the Nuclear Weapons Convention. 
It supported associated events in 
partnership with peace groups in 
Brisbane and further north. MAPW 
provided speakers for meetings and 
rallies, and organised a Nuclear Free 
Cup of Tea for Nuclear Abolition Day in 
June. 

Our future strategic focus as been 
defined as outreach to students and 
allied health professionals.

south australia
Co Coordinators dr amanda ruler,  
dr adam Badenoch

2009–10 has been an extremely busy 
and successful year for MAPW (SA) 
Branch, with two major achievements. 

It was a great pleasure to have 
MAPW President, Dr Bill Williams, and 
acclaimed pianist Dr Robert Schmidli 
visit in May 2010. Bill initially presented 
his work at the United Nations Youth 

Association, and twice at Flinders 
Medical Centre – to the Grand Round 
and also the Health and Human Rights 
Group.  Bill and Robert’s combined 
visit culminated in a fantastic piano 
concert at Immanuel College where 
Bill spoke and Robert entertained an 
enthusiastic audience with his brilliant 
piano playing. This major fundraiser for 
the year raised almost $3000 for ICAN, 
and to support student activities. (SA 
students play a leading role in MAPW.) 

A grant from the West Torrens Council, 
allowed MAPW and other local peace 
organisations to plan a major event for 
the International Day of Peace where 
students from private, public, primary 
and secondary schools were invited 
to display and present their personal 
views and experiences of what peace 
meant to them. The celebration was 
a huge success, with several hundred 
students participating. 

In addition, Branch members spoke in 
many forums, attended local, national 
and international meetings, gave 
interviews and wrote both scholarly 
and popular articles. 

tasMaNia (MEdaCt)
Coordinator dr gerry Mcgushin 
treasurer dr sally attrill

The Tasmanian branch is a small but 
enthusiastic and reliable group. which 
meets for a monthly luncheon, this year 
often with a guest speaker.  

Members speaking to the Branch  
included local member Alex Bell 
discussing his trip to Gaza as part of 
the international peace march; Robert 
Rand reporting back from overseas 
visits concerning cluster munitions; and 
Coordinator Gerry McGushin speaking 
after a visit to East Timor about the 
medical and hospital system there.

A Palm Sunday peace vigil was held 
in March. We participated in  Nuclear 
Abolition Day talk at Salamanca Market 
for World Peace Day in June. 

Just after the end of this reporting 
period, the Medical Students Global 
Health Conference was held at the 
University of Tasmania. The Branch 
hosted MAPW President Bill Williams, 
EO Nancy Atkin, Queensland student 
activist Misha Byrne and ICAN Board 
member Nic Maclellan at the monthly 
lunch.

viCtoria 
Coordinator dr Jenny grounds 
secretary dr Carole Wigg 
treasurer dr Margaret rowell

Victoria has had a good year with 
increased participation from the 
general membership. Bill Williams has 
worked with Geelong area members in 
planning meetings and a fund-raising 
concert.

Victorian Branch actively support many 
National and ICAN activities, with both 
offices located in Carlton. MAPW’s move 
to Trades Hall has fostered our links 
with other active community groups.

Victoria has held well-attended 
bimonthly dinners, with speakers – 
members, local authors, and student 
activists – on topics ranging from 
how humans kill, to nuclear weapons 
negotiations and Afghanistan.

We have worked with universities, other 
peace organisations, and with student 
members. The Branch has continued 
to support students attending the “our 
World in Crisis” course. 

The Branch donated funds and 
organised gifts of furniture and 
equipment for the new office, which  
provides a convenient location for 
meetings and branch activities. 

We offer posthumous thanks 
to our former Treasurer, Ian 

Uhlmann, and send condolences to his 
widow, our Secretary, Rachel Darken. 

BRAnCH PROFIlES, 
2009–10 
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STuDEnT ACTIVITIES 
2009–10 
MapW has ovEr 450 studENt  
MEMBErs aNd supportErs

Student participation in MAPW has 
continued to grow, and it is pleasing 
to see that many former student 
members continuing their membership 
during the busy period following their 
graduation. . 

Participation in the medical students’ 
annual Global Health Conferences has 
become an annual event, and the key 
point in our calendar for meeting and 
engaging new student members.

The July 2009 Brisbane conference 
featured incoming MAPW President Bill 
Williams as a key speaker, with MAPW 
as an official sponsor given a stall, 
sponsoring a morning tea – serving 
“yellow cakes”, pictured above –  and 
providing workshop leaders.  Dozens 
of students joined our mailing list or 
joined MAPW. 

Flinders students Lauren Finlay has 
been joined by Melbourne University’s 

Raymun Ghumann as MAPW’s National 
Student Representatives during 2009–
10, supported by South Australian state 
representative Marcus Yip. 

Student involvement continues to grow. 
Deakin students have organised input 
into their course, as well as helping plan 
local activities around Geelong. Monash 
student Jessica Dean organised a major 
student petition supporting a Nuclear 
Weapons Convention , after attending 
an ICAN workshop.  Students have 
continued to be involved as volunteers 
in our Melbourne office. 

Queensland student activist Misha 
Byrne is especially active in our 
international organisation IPPNW, 
where he is co-coordinator of the 
students’ Nuclear Weapons Inheritance 
Project. Misha also travelled to New 
York during the month-long NPT 
conference, where he helped ICAN’s Tim 
Wright and students from around the 
world, in promoting a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention (cover picture).

WESTERN AuSTRALIA
Coordinator professor peter underwood 
Executive officer Ms leigh dix 
treasurer dr peter shannon

The WA Committee meets monthly. 
Membership has increased over the 
past two years and is now steady.  The 
Branch has organised or assisted with 
a number of substantial projects. 

In February, we co-hosted an ICAN 
New Clear Exchange workshop. 
Our students arranged an MAPW 
presentation and stalls at UWA’s 2009 
Global Health Short Course . 

President Bill Williams visited and 
addressed the Branch in November, 
and returned for a forum on 
occupational health and uranium 
mining in July (after the end of this 
reporting period).

Our regular events include an annual 
AGM and dinner; and participation 
in local peace events including 
Hiroshima Day. 

The Branch works closely with visual 
artists: once again sponsoring the 

student 2009 Biennial Peace Art 
Award and Exhibition, together with 
Psychologists for Peace.

 Work has now begun on the 
September  2011 Artists and Poets for 
Peace exhibition.  

Thanks to a generous donation, a 
full page ad was placed in the West 
Australian Newspaper on 3 March 
2010, calling for an end to Australia’s 
involvement in the Afghanistan war. 

BRAnCH PROFIlES (COnTInuED)

Student participants one of ICAN’s pre-NPT  
New Clear Exchange workshop, funded by the 
MAPW Peace Fund. 
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The past year has been one of 
considerable change for the 
organisation involving unplanned 
expenses and additional resource 
requirements. 

Despite this, we managed to achieve 
a small underlying surplus for the 
core MAPW as well as a surplus for 
the underlying ICAN (International 
Campaign for the Abolition of Nuclear 
weapons) campaign. In addition, we 
obtained ICAN funding for the entire 
2010–11 year. 

ICAN and MAPW (Australia) are now 
separate incorporated entities with 
their own boards and independent 
accounts, effective as of July 1, 
although legally the separation 
occurred in May. 

This arrangement allows ICAN to 
develop further pursuing its specific 
mandate whilst also providing legal 
protection for its directors. Apart 
from the legal separation, the two 
organisations will still retain the same 
intimate operational links, and indeed, 
there is effectively no other difference.  

The other major development during 
the year was the physical move from 
the Florey Institute to nearby Trades 
Hall. All staff are now employed 
directly by MAPW and ICAN rather 
than the Florey. This necessitated 
almost $10,000, which was unforeseen 
when the original budget was being 
prepared yet was able to be largely 
funded from the Victorian Branch.

The mission of the MAPW is always 
going to be greater than the resources 
available to pursue it. 

When worldwide military expenditure 
approaches $1 trillion per annum and 
Australia’s military budget alone is 
almost $30bn per annum (in addition 
to the $1.1bn per annum we spend 
in Afghanistan alone) our budget of 
under $130,000 a year to tackle the lies, 
spin and militaristic propaganda seems 
paltry. 

And yet with the support of our 
members, donors and other supporters 

we perform admirably, and ‘punch 
above our (financial) weight.’

A brief overview of the MAPW and 
ICAN component accounts follows. 
The full consolidated accounts can be 
found on the MAPW website.

Our MAPW membership revenues 
provide the bedrock of our ability to 
perform our work, this year providing 
over $82,000. 

A further $47,000 (approximately) was 
raised through mainly donations from 
the branches, largely from retention 
of branch funds normally distributed 
from the actual membership income 
(normally, branches keep 25% of 
membership revenues for their 
activities), and from transfers of 
reserves to the national office. This 
offer by the branches has enabled 
the national office to fund additional 
resources and activities. This 
arrangement will also continue for the 
2010–11 year. 

Total MAPW expenses for the year were 
under $125,000 leaving a small surplus 
of around $5,000. 

The ICAN campaign received over 
$220,000 in funds, largely due to two 
large donations totalling over $160,000 
and the balance from almost $40,000 
from the tax deductible MAPW Peace 
Fund via our partnership programs 
with Friends of the Earth and the 
Australian Conservation Foundation 
funding the Disarmament Training 
and Mayors for Peace projects. A 
further $21,000 was received from 
the Acronym Institute which funded 
the bulk of our New York office 
campaigning activities during the 
NPT Review Conference. A balance of 
around $8,000 remained as of June 
30. ICAN is in the fortunate position 
of having received a further $237,000 
to fund the 2010-11 year from two 
donors.

The financial challenges facing the 
organisation include how to increase 
our campaigning capacity. This is in 
the face of an increasingly militaristic 
environment, and a government 

intent on massive increases in defence 
spending when no credible threat 
in our region warrants it, and which 
is content to accept the notion of 
protection under the US nuclear 
umbrella whilst claiming non-
proliferation credentials. 

The unwinnable war in Afghanistan will 
continue for at least another decade 
according to the government, still 
without an exit strategy. 

And we can’t forget the eagerness of 
our government to condone uranium 
sales to countries supposedly for 
civilian purposes, but which have no 
separation between their civilian and 
military nuclear programs (China and 
Russia).  

Our mission is ever more important 
and requires increasing resources. It is 
with a desire to be even more effective 
and to create greater awareness of the 
threat that warfare poses to humanity 
that we must modestly increase our 
membership fees, the first increase in 
over three years. We are also registered 
for the GST and thus obligated to add 
GST to our fees.

Thank you to all our members and 
supporters for your ongoing support. 

Peter Karamoskos  
November 2010

full 2009–10 aCCouNts 
NoW availaBlE oNliNE
Rather than printing extracts from 
the accountant’s 2009–10 report 
here, we are making the full set of 
accounts available on our website. 

The exact page address is:

www.mapw.org.au/about-mapw/
governance.

Members who prefer to receive a 
printed copy are asked to contact 
the office on 03 9023 1958 or by 
email, and we will post you a copy. 
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MAPW PEACE FunD
The establishment of the MAPW Peace Fund in 2008 
has been a major benefit to MAPW and ICAN.

The Peace Fund is a trust fund with deductible gift 
recipient status (DGR), established to assist individuals 
wanting to make tax deductible donations; and 
because many donor organisations can only fund 
DGR entities.

The MAPW Peace Fund has its own Committee of 
Management (see page 2) chaired by doctor and 
lawyer, Dr Hadia Mukhtar.

Funds must be spent through donations to 
organisations with DGR.  IN 2009-2010, grants funded  
ICAN and MAPW joint projects with Friends of the 
Earth, and the Australian Conservation Foundation, 
including highly successful educational projects 
on nuclear weapons, and on the health risks of the 
nuclear industry (see also the Treasurer’s report). 

Thanks to all those who have generously donated. 
We expect the Peace Fund will continue to grow 
and will be an increasingly important means of 
attracting support – both for ICAN and our  anti-
nuclear campaigning, and for MAPW’s broader work 
to question Australia’s militarism and promote the 
peaceful resolution of conflict.

NatioNal offiCE 
voluNtEErs aNd 

iNtErNs
MAPW welcomes interns and 
volunteers at our National 
Office. Their work supports the 
many voluntary hours spent in 
campaigning and fundraising by 
members around Australia. Some 
longer-term volunteers for 2009–10 
have been:

hannah Monagle (Journalism, 
RMIT, 2010) updated our website 
and initiated our Iraq Inquiry 
Facebook page. Like our 2009 RMIT 
intern viktoria Wolff, Hannah 
stayed on after her placement. 
ingram Niblock (International 
Relations, La Trobe University) used 
his technical and political skills to 
prepare a pre-NPT lobbying kit 
for members, and gave invaluable 
help in moving office.  raymun 
ghumann (Medicine, University 
of Melbourne) has helped with 
research and communications. 
Ronald Yi (RMIT) helped with 
research for fact sheets, and the 
Pacific NPT project . Mary atkin 
works regularly on membership 
records and administration.

 Thanks again to galen White 
for his assistance and support 
in website administration and 
database development.

Thanks to many others who 
have responded to our calls for 
occasional help in the office, and 
to those – notably Gerry Schulz 
– who contribute  from afar by 
sending links for our Peace e-Script 
emails. 

Pictured left: MAPW Administrative Officer 
Pauline Renkin prepares to send hundreds 
of postcards calling for a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention, to then Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd. The “Quit Nukes” message asked  
that the PM follow doctors’ advice, and 
help the world overcome its addiction to 
nuclear weapons.
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