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VICTORIAN COUNTRY GP LEADS 
NATIONAL MEDICAL ORGANISATION

2 September 2009

‘Preventing war and conflict is an essential public health strategy’: Dr Bill Williams
Long-standing Torquay GP Dr Bill Williams this week takes the reins of the Medical Association for Prevention of War – Australia (MAPW), the peak medical body representing doctors and other health professionals around the country on peace and health issues. 

Dr Williams was elected to the Presidency by his colleagues this weekend at the MAPW National Council meeting in Melbourne.

‘We have played an central role over the past three decades in educating the public and other health professionals as well as advocating to governments on the health costs of war’, says Dr Williams.

Geelong born and bred, Dr Williams has worked for many years in the region, as a hospital doctor, Forensic Medical Officer and General Practitioner. He spent most of the 1990s working for remote Aboriginal health services in the Northern Territory, returning to practice at the Surfcoast Medical Centre in Torquay ten years ago.

‘Working to prevent and resolve conflict is an essential part of my job as a doctor’, says Dr Williams. ‘War not only kills and maims, it also costs big money: one sixth of the global military budget could pay for the basic living needs of the world’s poor and put the brakes on environmental degradation’.

Dr Williams has been campaigning extensively in recent years for the abolition of nuclear weapons, speaking and writing also on the associated health risks of the nuclear industry - including nuclear power and uranium mining.
….

MAPW is the Australian affiliate of the Nobel Prize (1985) winning International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War. 

…

For more information or to arrange an interview:
Contact Dr Williams direct, [m] 0428 616245, [w] 03 52 603911

or via Nancy Atkin, MAPW Executive Officer, 8344 1637 or 0431 475 465

